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Information: 
The Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
(CTF) is a federally incorporated, non- 
profit organization. Our three-fold 
mission is: 1) To act as a watch dog, 
and to inform taxpayers of governments’ 
impact on their economic well-being; 2) 
To promote responsible fiscal and 
democratic reforms and to advocate 
taxpayers’ common interests; 3) To 
mobilize taxpayers to exercise their 
democratic responsibilities. Founded in 
1990, the Federation is independent of 
all partisan or institutional affiliations and 
is entirely funded by free-will 
contributions. The Taxpayer is published 
six times a year and is mailed out of 
Regina to CTF supporters. For more 
information write the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation at: #105 - 438 
Victoria Ave. East, Regina, Sask. S4N 
ON7, or phone our toll-free number: 
1-800-667-7933. All material in The 
Taxpayer is copyrighted. Permission to 
reprint can be obtained by writing the 
address above. Editorial cartoons are 
used by permission. Printed in Canada. 


Offices: 
Administration Office: 
Saskatchewan: #110 -438 Victoria 
Ave. E. Regina, SK S4N ON7 
Ph: (306) 352-1044. 
Alberta: #410 - 9707 -110th St., 
Edmonton, AB T5K 2L9 
Ph: (780) 448-0159. 
British Columbia: #604-1207 
Douglas St., Victoria, BC V8W 2E7 
Ph: (250) 388-3660. 
Manitoba: #308 - 267 Edmonton 
Street, Winnipeg. MB R3C 182 
Ph: (204) 982-2150. 
Ontario/Ottawa: Varette Building, 
#512 - 130 Albert St., Ottawa, ON 
KIP5G4 
Ph: (613) 234-6554. 


Web site: 


www.taxpayer.com 


ctf@ sk.sympatico.ca 
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s Chairman of the Board 

I am pleased to report 

that your CTF is doing 
well. Your investment with the CTF 
is protecting your wallet. 

Our field service representatives 
meet with you once a year. They ask 
you to voluntarily write a cheque to 
support our efforts: No tax deduct- 
ible contribution. No grants from 
government. Your support gives the 
CTF genuine credibility. Politicians 
and journalists know that we speak 
with authority. 

It’s this authority that keeps 
politicians of every stripe on their 
toes. This past summer when opted- 
out MPs contemplated re-entering 
the gold-plated MP pension plan, 
your CTF was quick to take out radio 
ads reminding them of their com- 
mitment before the last election. In 
the end, taxpayers saved millions 
because your support of the CTF 
ensured that someone was there to 
blow the whistle. 

1998 was a year of progress on 
many fronts. We continue to grow 
in Ontario and urban centres across 
the country. Our presence in Ottawa 
is firmly entrenched. Our web site 
now attracts more than 1,000 
visitors a day. Visit it at 
www.taxpayer.com. We also hosted 
a world-wide gathering of taxpayer 
activists. 

Across the country our commu- 
nications’ staff in six offices 
achieved record number of media 
interviews on issues of lower taxes, 
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government waste and demanding 
greater accountability. We continue 
to lead the fight on issues of ending 
corporate welfare, pension reform, 
and eliminating the insidious tax 
called ‘bracket-creep’. 

We’re not alone. 

The CTF was honoured to host 
the sixth World Taxpayers Confer- 
ence in Vancouver-Whistler this past 
June. Taxpayer representatives from 
five continents gathered to discuss 
issues and strategies. Remarkably, 
we share much in common with our 
international counterparts. Wasteful 
spending and high taxes is global! 

The Conference also provided 
the backdrop to present our Tax 
Fighter of the Year Award to CTF 
founding Board Director Bob 
Matheson, QC, OC of Edmonton. I 
cannot think of a more deserving 
recipient. 

Finally, 1998 marked the depar- 
ture of Norm Wallace of Saskatoon 
from our board. Like Bob, Norm 
was a founding Director of the CTF. 
For your years of dedication and 
service to this organization gentle- 
men: Thank-you! Your leadership is 
what made the CTF our country’s 
leading advocate on behalf of 
taxpayers. i 

With your continued support, the 
CTF looks forward to its best year 
ever in 1999. Please fill out the 
insert in this issue of The Taxpayer 
and encourage our fellow taxpayers 
to support the work of the CTF! 


THE TAXPAYER 


ae win 
eg 
eet 


CALL: (604) 
RD 


by Troy Lanigan, National Communications Director, 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
n calendar 1998 CTF spokespeople stepped 
up to a news microphone on nearly 2,500 
occasions. It’s a remarkable average of 7 
interviews every day, seven days a week. 

It’s standing up for property taxpayers in Ontario, 
defending Canada’s only recall law in British Colum- 
bia, demanding crown corporation accountability in 
Saskatchewan, supporting citizen initiatives in 
Alberta, releasing municipal voting records in 
Manitoba, or blowing the whistle on 

: DUFF CONACHER WATCH: A DAY 
corporate welfare in 
our nation’s capital. The 

As this special year 
in review issue reveals, 
your CTF was hard at 
work in five provincial 
capitals and Ottawa 
seeking to expose and 
eliminate government 
waste, lower taxes and 
make politicians ac- 
countable to YOU the 
taxpayer. 

CTF representatives 
spoke at 40 events, wrote 
20 studies and reports 12 
of which were presented 
to government bodies, 
published 6 copies of our 
magazine The Taxpayer, 
revamped our web site, 
held 26 news confer- 
ences, issued 159 news 
releases and advisories, 
sponsored 18 events, sent out hundreds of commen- 
taries and supporter updates, collected the signatures 


WE ARE 


T 


IN THE LIFE OF AN UNLIKELY ANTI-BANK ACTIVIST 


Financial Post Magazine 


iF YOU THINK THE TAX BURDEN MAKES IT HARD 
TO MAKE ENDS MEET, YOU'RE RIGHT. 
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of literally tens of thousands of Canadians on various 
petitions and knocked on thousands of doors spreading 
the word of fiscal and democratic rectitude. 

Pound for pound the Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
is the one of the most effective advocacy groups in the 
country. 

Okay ... so depending on where you live in the 
country your taxes may not have gone down in 1998 ... 
But they will. 

Politicians of every stripe across the country are 
beginning to talk the talk -- balanced budgets, less 
waste, debt reduction, tax cuts and democratic reforms - 
-- few are walking the walk. But it’s undeniable that 
the message is getting heard if 
not implemented. 

1998 marked the final stage 
of a one-third income tax cut in 
the province of Ontario. Several 
other provinces made smaller 
cuts in the same direction as 
well as paying down debt and 
even imposing the discipline of 
balanced budgets laws. The 

message has not gotten through 
to Ottawa whose measly tax cut 
crumbs are more than offset by 
CPP tax increases and the 
effects of bracket creep. But it 
will! 

I know these pages tend to 
be filled with doom and 
gloom, but here’s a message of 
optimism ... Canada is on the 
precipice of greatness if it can 
get from under an oppressive 
tax regime, government over- 
regulation and democratic 
practices more akin to a Latin 

American dictatorship than a modern democracy 
entering the 21“ century. 
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Let me repeat a plea made 
on page two by our chairman 
Andy Crooks. Enclosed in 
this issue of The Taxpayer is a 
sponsor sheet in which we’re 
asking each of you to recom- 
mend just five other Canadi- 
ans who should join the CTF. 
If you think of the voice this organization has with 
80,000 taxpayers just imagine the voice we’ll have 
with 160,000 or half a million taxpayers. Please take 
five minutes now, fill out your sponsor sheet and mail 
or fax it to us. 

In a wonderfully flattering piece published last 
October in the Globe & Mail, columnist Gordon 
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“Let's look in on Joe Taxpayer, who through his national lobby group, the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation, is down on bended knee, a maxed-out credit 


card in his pocket, pleading for a snippet of tax relief.” 


Vancouver Sun's Barbara Yaffe, November 27, 1998 


ase 


Gibson described our work as being a “voice for the 
voiceless ... harrying and raging the establishment to 
make a better world”. 

I hope we continue to live up to those words as we 
enter our ninth year as an organization. With hard 
work, conviction and the support of thousands of 
Canadians from coast to coast I know we will. @ 


CTF Federal Director Walter Robinson (left) met with Federal Finance Minister Paul Martin to present the CTF’s 1999 pre- 
budget submission and to reinforce our call for lower taxes. 
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CTF Communications Activity Summary 
for Calendar Year 1998 


News Releases 
& Advisories 


Press 
Conferences, 
Events & 
Presentations 


Speaking 
Engagements 


Monthly 
average 


British Columbia 
ee ee eae 


Alberta 


Saskatchewan 


Manitoba 


Ontario 


Note: Media contacts include newspapers, magazines, freelance journalists, letters-to-the-editor, Opinion editorials, radio, 
TV, editorial board meetings, Wire, and Internet 
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media calls from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. every day. 


ideas.” - Ottawa Sun, January 3, 1999. 


1998. Year in REVIEW 


OTTAWA 


998 was the CTF’s most 
] successful year at the federal 

level yet. As the activity sum- 
mary on page 5 indicates, our man in 
Ottawa Walter Robinson was extremely 
busy. From opinion editorials to the 
national TV news, from talk radio to 
speeches to service clubs, from parlia- 
mentary committees to editorial boards, 
Walter spread the CTF message far and 
wide. 

The CTF waded into some of its more 
traditional areas of tax cuts, MP pensions 
and the never-ending list of government 
waste. But we also tackled the increas- 
ingly important issues of corporate 
welfare, sports subsidies, pension and 
health care reform. 


CPP Investment Board 
ReECOMMENATIONS 


n February 1998, the CTF- 

Alberta Division submitted recom- 
mendations to the Senate Banking and 
Finance Committee on how to safeguard 
taxpayers’ money handled by the new 


Hard work gets noticed 


“When it comes to dedication to work, it’s hard to top Walter Robinson. Has the man ever taken a proper 
holiday since taking over as federal director in Ottawa for the Canadian Taxpayers Federation? 

As usual around the holiday times, Walter closed down the CTF national offices for Christmas and New 
Year, but continued to send out his weekly newsletter and special bulletins and made himself available to 


Walter provided media with his home number and a national toll-free message pager number together with 
a written promise that “all calls received will be returned within minutes of their receipt.” 
Walter, Walter, take a break man — you’re making the rest of us look bad and giving our bosses unhealthy 
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“The tenacious Robinson discovered that more than half of 
the total, $5.6 billion, went to just 75 companies, many of 
" which are hardly struggling little start-ups.” 


Edmonton Journal columnist Lorne Gunter, June 17, 1998. 


La Presse} 


jn <gaspillage» de 11 milliara, 


La Fédération des contribuables canadiens dénonce l'aide accordee 


4 : jeres années ee: bite: 
aux entreprises par Ottawa au cours des 15 rr “ trademark own taxes ... it’s time to simplify 
re ee cco i ea CTE the system. Since our survey, 


“ey 
La Fédération dex contribuabies canadiens { FCC ) arenda ag a patene de Pied 


& Vaio fi 
ier une étude qui veut démontrer Que 
Pesce agnratons per Trduetsie Canada depuls 16 ans awe 
entreprises canadicnnes est jeintée de favoritisras politi- . 
que ct qu’etie ext an puits sans fond ob s‘engouffrent in << 
tilement ies impats des contribuables . 


CPP Investment Board. Among 
the recommendations was a 
proposal that the Board not be 
limited to investments within 
Canada. The CTF also recom- 
mended that Investment Board 
directors be required to forego 
political party memberships while 
they serve. The Senate committee 
agreed with the recommendation 
on not restricting where the Board 
may invest, but did not adopt the 
CTF’s proposal on party affilia- 
tion. 


Budget 98 


8 ee thank Paul Martin, 
thank yourself. The 
1998 budget was balanced on the 
backs of Canadian taxpayers. To 
stand out from the crowd, Walter 


According 

to the pesky Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation, our esteemed MPs are 
even more confused about doing their income 
taxes than the rest of us. A recent CTF survey 
estimates that 81% of our MPs — four out of 
five — either can’t or won't fill out their own 
income tax returns. 


Toronto Sun editorial, April 14, 1998. 


baseball cap 
emblazoned with our logo 
and the phrase “Tax Me, 
I’m Canadian.” When it 
was all said and done, 
Walter looked straight 
into the CTV camera and 
told Lloyd Robertson on 
live TV, “sorry Lloyd, the 
hat stays on because there 
was no real tax relief this 
year.” On budget day 
alone, Walter did over 25 
interviews and was one of 
the most quoted national figures 
on the budget. 


Tax Complexity 


uring tax season in 

April, our Ottawa office 
surveyed MPs and found that over 
80% of them do not or will not 
complete their own tax returns! 
Comments like “the system is too 
complex” or “the system is crazy, 
it’s social engineering out of 
control” were common. The point 
we tried to make was simple. The 
same group of men and women 
that make our tax laws can’t even 
do their 


massive 
subsidies 


CTF exposed the 


more MPs are talking about tax 
simplification and journalists are 
now questioning the government 
about tax complexity every time 
they propose another tax credit or 
break for a specific group. 


Corporate Welfare 


O April 16 press release 
said it all: “Welfare Bums 


Wear Armani Suits.” Through 
Access to Information, our federal 
director crunched through 32,000 
separate grants and loans made by 
Industry Canada over the past 16 
years. Over $11 billion was 
handed out, 50% of it to 75 of 
Canada’s largest and most success- 
ful companies. The CTF repeated 
its call for an end to all govern- 
ment loans and grants to private 
business. Editorial opinion across 
the country has been consistent in 
their praise for our research and 
tenacity on this issue. 

The fallout continues with CTF 
representatives across the country. 
being asked to comment on and 
analyse almost every handout to 
business each time various govern- 
ments try to play venture 

capitalist with taxpayers’ 
money. 

Stay tuned for more 
groundbreaking research in 


given to the 
aerospace 
industry 


this area in 1999. We have 
rocked the Department of 


attended the budget proceedings in 
his Sunday best along with the 
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Industry and the “Walter Robinson, the outspoken 
Minister is now director of the Canadian Taxpayers 4% » 
taking up to Federation, is no shrinking violet. | Lobby g 
eight months to He’s gone on the sii’ after 
Government House Leader Don 
+ 4 ’ Boudria accused the CTF and the 
etters ... we ve 


NCC of running a fundraising scam 


got them on the 
run. Our work and 
dogged determina- 
tion in this area has 
signalled the beginning of 
the end of corporate welfare. 


MP Pensions 


hen it was learned last 

summer that MPs who 
had voluntarily opted out of the 
gold-plated MP Pension Plan prior 
to the last federal election could 
now opt back in, the CTF took 
immediate action. We surveyed all 
48 eligible MPs and received 
commitments from 32 of them that 
they would stay out of the pension 
trough. As for the other 16, the 
CTF launched a radio advertising 
campaign urging them to put their 
“Principles Before Pensions”. In 
the end, only four MPs declared 
their intention to opt back in. The 
CTF’s campaign not only saved 
taxpayers millions, it reminded 
politicians of the price they would 
pay for not keeping their word. 


at politicians expense.” 


“Word from the hill” in the 
Ottawa Sun, Sept. 6, 1998. 


CUT TAXES 
NOW! 


H: on the heels of a 
comprehensive pre-budget 
submission, CTF representatives 
held simultaneous news confer- 
ences in November in front of 
billboards erected in nine Cana- 
dian cities to launch a national 
CUT TAXES NOW! campaign. 
Along with billboards, the cam- 
paign included a petition, lobbying 
effort, speaking and media tour. 

The CTF called for $10 billion 
in tax relief for the 1999 budget 
including across-the-board tax 
cuts, reindexing income tax 
brackets and eliminating federal 
surtaxes. Already the Finance 
Committee has heard our footsteps 
and recommended various tax cuts 
measures in their report to the 
Finance Minister. 

Our organization’s profile and 


‘i= CTF RADIO ADS 


In its “Principles before Pensions” campaign, the CTF ran radio ads to 
dissuade MPs from rejoining the gold-plated MP pension plan. The 
following is one of the ads that ran in the constituency of B.C. Reform MP 
John Duncan. 

“In 1995, John Duncan made a principled decision to opt-out of the 
gold plated MP pension plan. If he didn’t, he said, “his face would be red 
as the Liberal Red Book.” 

Well look who’s blushing now...John Duncan wants back in. 

If you’re seeing red...Call John Duncan’s constituency office today at 
287-4902. We’re the Canadian Taxpayers Federation and we believe that 
principles come before pensions.” 


roup ads target 


impact at 
the federal level 
continues to grow. 
The only people who 
don’t appreciate our 
growth are the governing 
Liberals ... it’s just the way 
we like it. 


Pay Eguity 


n August 1998, CTF Alberta 

Director Mark Milke 
authored several opinion editorials 
on the federal government’s pay 
equity dispute with its largest 
union. He argued that: the bill for 
taxpayers could hit $7 billion for 
one settlement with one union; the 
concept behind pay “equity” was 
flawed; the government must 
appeal the decision of the Cana- 
dian Human Rights Tribunal to 
federal court, and the government 
must change the Canadian Human 
Rights Act to ensure clarity in 
future pay equity disputes. The 
editorials appeared in the Finan- 
cial Post and the Calgary Herald. 
The CostCo Connection, distrib- 
uted to one million Canadians, 
also printed an opinion piece from 
the Federation opposing this 
taxpayer mugging. The govern- 
ment appealed. 


The Sheila Copps 
Tape Tax 


n December 1998, the CTF 
lew the whistle on a new 
‘tape tax’ due to take effect 
January 1, 1999. The CTF drew 
attention to artists’ collectives that 
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sciences arate eatibaipacienierieaptharaacarainiansmginiimaipmasinsipanid 
“Works hard to make sure he’s frequently quoted, and harder to tout / 


group’s own research and findings.” 


Globe & Mail comments on CTF Federal Director Walter Robinson "Canada’s 
Hungriest Publicity Hounds”, May 9, 1998. ar 


wanted the federal Copyright 
Board to impose a $1.50 tax on a 
90-minute cassette, or $3.00 on a 
90-minute blank CD. The CTF 
pointed out that the new tax would 
force churches who record their 
pastor’s sermon, companies who 
tape seminars, parents who record 
their child’s piano recital or high- 
tech companies that write software 
to pay the tax. The tax could cost 
Canadians anywhere from $16 
million to $44 million annually - 
or possibly even more - once the 
Copyright Board decides on a rate 
in May 1999, which will take 
effect retroactively. Heritage 
Minister Sheila Copps was respon- 
sible for bringing in the new tax. 


Sports subsidies 


n early December, the 

CTF led opposition against 
many of the recommendations 
contained in the Mills Committee 
Report on Canadian Sport. Spe- 
cifically, the Committee recom- 
mended tax subsidies to profes- 
sional sports teams and tax harmo- 
nization treaties with the U.S. for 
Canadian professional athletes. 
The CTF’s criticisms earned top 
billing on each of the major 
network’s newscasts (English and 
French). The National Post, the 
Globe & Mail and many Southam 
papers carried our opposition to 
these “insane ideas.” Opinion 
Editorials (OPEDs) condemning 
the report appeared in the Toronto 
Star and the Ottawa Citizen. 
While many of us love sports, it is 
entertainment, pure and simple. 


ons 


Pro sports teams are not 
public goods like roads, 
schools or hospitals. 


Payroll Taxes: 


oward the end of 1998 

Finance Minister Paul 
Martin took great pride in an- 
nouncing a reduction in Employ- 
ment Insurance premiums. A 
worker earning $39,000 could 
expect to pay about $60 less in EI 


taxes in the New Year. But for Mr. 


Martin, it’s one step forward and 
two steps back. The CTF pointed 
out the same $39,000 a year 
worker would be paying an 
additional $118 in CPP taxes. A 
net increase of nearly $60. 


f Sports ‘Committee ¢ rosschec 


. ‘ONTO STAR’ 
OPINION We cia 
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As part of its year- 
end release the CTF 
provided an analysis of payroll 
taxes from 1992 (the last year 
before the Liberals came to power) 
to 1999. The conclusion: payroll 
taxes have increased every year! 
The $39,000 a year employee will 
pay $377 more in payroll taxes in 
1999 then they did in 1992. 
Employers will pay an extra $332 
for the same employee. 

1999 promises to be another 
exciting year. Be assured that the 
CTF and our man in Ottawa 
Walter Robinson will continue to 
champion the cause of taxpayer 


emancipation! 


Walter Robinson being interviewed by CTV 
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Report from 
Bjorn Tarras-Wahiberg 


President Taxpayers Associations International 


axpayers Associations International (TAD) 
founded in 1988 is an organization made up of 
taxpayer associations throughout the world. 
At its ten-year anniversary TAI claims 21 member 
organizations from 16 countries on five continents. The 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTF) has been a 
member since 1992. TAI’s aims are: 
@ To stimulate contact and exchange of information 
between different organizations; 
@ To spread the taxpayers’ movement to other 
countries; 
@ To stimulate comparative studies of public 
expenditure and taxation; 
@ To enable members in one country to receive 
assistance from associations in other countries; and 
@ To stimulate research on the effects of taxes and 
government spending on economic prosperity. 

The oldest TAI member is the Australian Taxpayers 
Association. Founded in 1919 it has 12,000 members 
and is led by Peter MacDonald. The youngest is the 
Slovak Taxpayers Association founded in 1996. Located 
in Bratislava, it is led by Dr. Jan Oravec. But Slovakia’s 
title of the youngest may soon be wrestled away from 
emerging organizations in Russia and the Ukraine. 

The second oldest association is the Swedish Taxpay- 
ers Association of which I have been president since 
1985. Established in 1921, we have 183,000 members in 
a country of only 9-million citizens. Our concentration 
of membership is second only to the Fins which boast 
170,000 members — 10% of their population! 

Our Swedish Association owns its own building in the 
centre of Stockholm, where 25 people are employed 
giving tax advice to members. We also have three 
economists who deal with government waste and 
taxation. One of our biggest victories came in 1991 
when we succeeded in cutting income taxes from 84% to 
a maximum of 50%. 

Another group that may be of interest to Canadi- 
ans is the French Taxpayers Association which 
recently celebrated plateauing 120,000 members in 
just 10 years! 

As part of our mandate, TAI holds a World 
Taxpayers Conference hosted by a member 
organization every two years. We were delighted 


The slogan “Half-Part left” was used by the Swedish 
Taxpayers Association in their successful fight to 
lower income taxes from 84% to a maximum of 50%. 


to have gathered in Vancouver-Whistler for a historic 
event in June 1998. It was the first event of its kind held 
in North America and managed to receive delegates from 
five continents! A TAI first. 

TAI’s current priorities are to advance the idea of 
personal savings accounts replacing pay-as-you-go social 
security schemes. Organizationally, TAI hopes to go “on- 
line” with the introduction of a web page in 1999. 

Finally, we wish to announce that the next World 
Taxpayers Conference is being bumped up a year to 
coincide with the 50" Anniversary of the German Taxpay- 
ers Association and the 30" anniversary of Taxpayer 
Associations Europe. 
Germany’s new capital 
of Berlin will play host 
to the Seventh World 
Taxpayers Conference 
September 17-21, 
1999. I encourage you 
to contact TAI or the 
CTF for more 
information. 


Contact Taxpayers Association 
International 
Bjorn Tarras-Wahiberg, President 
$-114 95, Stockholm, Sweden 


Ph: 46-8-613-1717 
Fax: 46-8-10-2525 


Web: www.skattebetalarna.se 
email: bjorn.tw@skattebetalarna.se 


Bjorn Ta horns: Wahlberg President of iainels Associations 
International 
’ Se 


st To the world 


by Dean Smith 

ith the majestic 

costal mountains 

as a back drop, 
over 100 delegates from every 
comer of the globe attended the 
World Taxpayers Conference held 
June 1998 in Whistler, British 
Columbia. 

“We were delighted with the 
turnout,” said conference co-chair 
Troy Lanigan. “This was the first 
international taxpayers conference 
held in North America and repre- 
sented the most geographically 
diverse gathering of taxpayer 
leaders ever.” 

The event was co-sponsored 
by Taxpayers Association Interna- 
tional (TAI) and the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation (CTF). 

TAI was founded in 1988 
and is comprised of 21 member 
organizations in 16 countries on 


Karl Heinz 
Dake - President 
of the German | 
Taxpayers 
Federation 
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five continents. The CTF joined 
TAI in 1992. Every two years a 
TAI member organization co-hosts 
a World Taxpayers Conference. 
The CTF was named to host the 
event three years ago in Budapest, 
Hungary. It was at this conference, 
that the CTF received an award of 
distinction for its work on taxpayer 
protection legislation. 
Representatives of 14 
taxpayer organizations in |1 
countries attended the June confer- 
ence. This included Peter 
MacDonald from the Australian 
Taxpayers Association. The 
German Taxpayers Federation, was 
represented by its president Dr. 
Karl Dake. Also in attendance 
was Teemu Lehtin, president of the 
Finish Taxpayers Association. 
Syuti Inatomi represented 
the Japanese Taxpayers Associa- 
tion. Their group struggles to grow 


Antal Esterhazy - 
“President of the 
Hungarians 

4) Taxpayers 
Association 
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because of the cultural respect 
given politicians. Mr. Inatomi 
visited CTF offices after the 
conference to learn about our 
communications and operations. 
Benoit Taffin, one of the 
Mayors of Paris, also showed up 
in her role as is chairperson of the 
French Taxpayers Association. 
Royalty was also at the conference 
in the person of Prince Antal 
Esterhazy, president of the Hun- 
garian Taxpayers Association. 
Following the conference 
theme of “Toward the Taxpayer 
Millennium”, speakers such as the 
Fraser Institute’s Cynthia Ramsey 
spoke of the impact shifting 
demographics will have on our 
medicare system. Currently, 
today’s medical bills are paid by 
today’s taxpayers. However, our 
rapidly aging population will put 
increasing financial strain on 
future taxpayers. 
She suggested a 


Barbara Anderson 
Co-Director of 
_ Citizens for 
Limited 
Taxation, 
_. USA. 


shift from the current pay-as-you- 
go system to a form of medicare 
insurance, where people would 
set money aside to be used for 
their health care when they are 
older. 

Along a similar vein, Luis 
Larrain spoke of public pension 
reform in his native Chile. Seven- 
teen years ago, the government 
privatized their equivalent of the 
CPP and had people set savings 
aside in privately-managed, self- 
funding retirement plans. The 
reforms were so successful that 
people are eligible for pensions 
50% higher than they could have 
received under the old plan. 

Canadian Charles Adams 
entertained delegates with an 
overview of the history of taxa- 
tion. His best-selling book, For 
Good and Evil: The Impact of 
Taxation on the course of Civili- 
zation, is a must read for any 
serious tax-fighter. 
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Alvin Rabushka made the 
case for a flat income tax. Under 
this system, everyone would have 
the same percentage of tax de- 
ducted from their income. But 
because there would be no or few 
deductions the rate would be 
considerably lower. The flat tax, 
he said, has support from the 
political left, because exemptions 
used mainly by the wealthy would 
be eliminated. Those on the 
political right, meanwhile, applaud 
the substantial reductions in paper 
work and government bureauc- 
racy such a tax would bring. 

Joel Fox’s address marked -- 
almost to the day -- the 20th 
anniversary of California’s historic 
Proposition 13. This was a 
citizen-initiated law which forced 
politicians to roll back property 
taxes and give taxpayers the right 
to vote on future tax increases. Fox 
announced that despite the dire 
predictions of politicians, bureau- 
crats and the media, California 

hasn’t fallen into the sea because 
of Prop 13. In fact, the 
amendment remains as 
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today, as it was 20 years ago. 

Former B.C. MLA and 
author Nick Loenen gave a 
passioned presentation on the 
need to change Canada’s first- 
past-the-post voting system. The 
current system in Canada which 
“elects” governments with less 
than 40% of the vote, is unfair, 
undemocratic, and unaccountable. 
Loenen discussed the use of 
proportional representation and 
how varieties of this system work 
in most democracies around the 
world. 

Aside from policy issues, the 
conference provided a forum for 
tax groups to exchange informa- 
tion on how they are fighting the 
common problems of high taxa- 
tion, wasteful spending and 
unaccountable governments. This 
included campaign fund raising 
and group structure. The next 
World Taxpayers Conference is 
set for September, 1999 in Berlin, 
Germany. @ 
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CTF field representatives 
ed 


“The Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation, a feisty little 
research organization 
dedicated to rooting out 
public sector waste”. 


The Duncan Citizen 
editorial, April 29, 1998. 
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hen you decided to support the Canadian Taxpayers 
\ \ / Federation (CTF) you made an important contribution in 

the fight against high taxes, wasteful spending and 
unaccountable government. For too long, politicians of all partisan stripes 
have ruled unchecked. Sure, we have a brief window to pass judgement at 
election time. But have you noticed that even though the faces are differ- 
ent and the names have changed; in the end they all sound the same? 
That’s why the work of the CTF is so vital. We not only keep a watchful 
eye on your hard-earned tax dollars, but provide you with the tools to hold 
politicians accountable to their words and decisions. The following is a 
list of just some of the activities we undertake on your behalf. 


I. FELD OPERATIONS 
our first introduction to the CTF 
most likely came through a field 
services representative. Governments take half 
of your income in taxes each year, providing 
politicians with huge financial resources. 
Consequently, the CTF needs your financial 
help to fight big-spending governments. We 
have full-time professionals hired to raise 
income for our organization. These repre- 
sentatives play a vital role in the success of 
the CTF. In addition to their fund-raising 
efforts, they help keep our organization in touch with issues 
personally affecting you. They are also responsible for keeping you up-to- 
date on activities of the Federation and collecting names on petitions that 
have played an important role in changing public policy. 


2. SPEAKING OUT ON BEHALF OF TAXPAYERS 

he CTF employs spokespeople and researchers in five provincial 

capitals and in Ottawa who field dozens of media and public 
inquiries each day. These individuals make regular submissions to govern- 
ment agencies, commissions and hearings. CTF spokespersons can be 
found on debate panels, at conferences, on radio and tv programs and 
delivering speeches to service clubs and related groups across the country. 
Other activities include our yearly participation in mock budget exercises 
at the University of Saskatchewan or sitting down for consultations with 
finance ministers in Ottawa and the provincial capitals. 


3. THE WEB SITE 
his past year, the CTF took a giant leap into cyber space. By 
simply typing in our website address www.taxpayer.com, you 
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“The Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation knows a 
boondoggle when it sees 
one. It managed to get its 
hands on an Industry 
Canada audit of programs 
that have lent billions of 
dollars over the years to 
big corporations, with 
much of the money, 
according to the analysis, 
unlikely ever to find its 
way back into the public 
treasury.” 


Ottawa Sun editorial, 
June 6, 1998. 
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can access one of the most comprehensive sites on the internet dealing 
with government waste and taxes. You can get copies of our reports, 
the latest news release, Let’s Talk Taxes commentaries and Tax Action 


updates. Need a copy of a petition? Download it off the CTF’s web 
site. 


4. THE TAXPAYER 
battle cry on newsprint,” says the Vancouver Sun, 

“...filled with tax-related tidbits that convey a monster 
message of fiscal concern.” Besides going to our supporters across 
Canada, a complimentary copy is sent to media outlets and almost 
every federal and provincial politician in the country. In addition to 
exposing government waste and mismanagement, our publication 
offers solutions. Special sections of the magazine have been devoted 
to such issues as the benefits of citizen initiatives, the flat tax, reinventing 
municipal government and privatization. Taxpayer articles are regularly 
reprinted in newspapers across the country and stories have even made it 
to the pages of Reader's Digest. We have received requests to translate 
articles into Hungarian and Portuguese for distribution in those countries. 


a 
* 


5. RESEARCH 
ss of the major jobs of the CTF is research. Only by pouring 
through complicated government documents can we get a clear 

picture of how politicians are taking your money and where they are 
spending it. We also make regular Access to Information requests to dig 
out information that would otherwise never be made public. Access or 
Freedom of Information laws legally require government departments to 
release information. Where provinces did not have such laws the CTF has 
successfully worked to get them enacted. This is the first step to account- 
able government. This past year, Federal Director Walter Robinson spent 
months trying to dig out information on corporate welfare. Government 
bureaucrats tried every trick in the book to delay the release of material. 
This included sending back our deposit saying they would handle the 
request outside the Access law. (Interpretation: nice gesture but it also 
means they don’t have to follow the law which requires the information to 
be released in 30 days.) 


6. NEWS CONFERENCES AND RELEASES 
A times, certain issues warrant special attention. When these 

ituations arise, the CTF sends out a new release or holds a 
news conference to get media and public attention. News releases and 
conferences blow the whistle on what the government is up to and often 
states the CTF’s position on various issues of public importance. CTF 
offices quickly respond to the release of federal and provincial budgets 
and to new legislation. National and provincial media outlets have come 
to rely on the CTF as a regular source of commentary. 
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7. LET’S TALK TAXES 
et’s Talk Taxes are weekly commentaries 
written by the federal and provincial directors 
' and sent out to media outlets across Canada. These are 
written in an opinion/editorial format and differ from 
news releases, which focus on immediate issues. They are 
carefully researched for accuracy and are printed by many 
newspapers and magazines. At times, the editorial blossoms 
into a major news story. An example of this was when CTF 
federal director Walter Robinson wrote a column condemning a 
“trade mission” to Italy that featured several backbench Liberal MPs of 
Italian descent flying high on the taxpayer tab. Walter dubbed them the 
“Tortellini Trade Tour” which later became synonymous with media 
reporting through-out the country and earned the CTF its first ever na- 
tional editorial cartoon. Recently, several radio stations have started to 
carry Let’s Talk Taxes in shorter versions, with the provincial spokesper- 
son as an editorial commentator. 

Highlights of commentaries and releases are faxed and e- 

mailed out to supporters in the form of Tax Actions. Recipients are 
often encouraged to take action by signing a petition, phoning or 
faxing a politician. This device has been so effective in mobiliz- 
ing supporters, that the CTF has received calls from politicians 
asking us to call off the troops because their fax machines were 
swamped! 
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8. DEBT CLOCK 
if 1992, the CTF purchased a huge digital clock. It stands eight 
eet high by 12 feet wide. With a huge digital display, the clock 


showed how fast the debt was accumulating and during its heyday, the 
federal debt was zooming ahead at an estimated $600 a second. The CTF 
debt clock toured a number of provinces and our national capital. It 


“This taxpayers’ rights 
group has an excellent 
publication called The 
Taxpayer, which 
highlights federal 
misspending and other 
boondoggles.” 


“Word from the hill” in 
the Ottawa Sun, 
September 6, 1998. 
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dramatically brought to people’s attention the debt 
problem facing the nation and 
provinces. We’re pleased to have 
its federal face-plate in storage. 
Paul Martin must have taken it to 
heart when he stood in front of it 
in Calgary in 1994. Let’s hope it 
stays in storage! 


9. GATHERING 
PETITIONS: 
ne of the most effective 
ways to bring about policy 
change is by presenting broadly sup- 


Finance 


sae ad ported petitions to government. CTF 
Mar Migs petitions have had a significant impact. 


At times, politicians have actually studied 
the addresses by constituency to find out how many votes 
were represented. Politicians know that each name represents as many 
as 10 others who feel the same way about an issue. Over the 
years, the CTF has undertaken several petition campaigns: 

In Alberta, 35,000 signed petitions opposing the 
lucrative MLA pension plan which resulted in the govern- 
ment abolishing the plan retroactively. 

At the national level, the CTF presented a 250,000- 
name petition calling on Ottawa to reject billions in 
proposed new taxes prior to the 1995 federal budget. 
Ottawa backed off. 


front of 
CTF debt clock 


10. SPECIAL CAMPAIGNS: 
O: certain priority issues, the CTF will launch a full-scale 
campaign involving press conferences, news releases, petitions, 
commentaries, public events, speaker tours and paid advertising. During 
the last provincial election in B.C., the CTF initiated a series of radio and 
newspaper advertisements asking the electorate to cast their ballots in 
favour of candidates who would publicly commit to enacting balanced 
budget legislation if elected. So committed was the CTF to its message, it 
“It’s ascam. It’sa even ran ads in the face of potential prosecution under B.C.’s gag law. 
fundraiser. That’s all it is” In Saskatchewan, a full-page ad exposed the lies of politicians who 
promised not to raise taxes and resulted in several news stories. Television 
Ottawa Sun, August 10, : : ‘ ear : 
1998 - Government House ads and billboards were used during the Manitoba provincial election 
leader Don Boudria reacting Calling on candidates to endorse balanced budget legislation. In Ontario, a 
to the CTF's Principles four-page flyer was mailed out to 300,000 households asking candidates to 
Before Pensions campaign. address Canada’s debt crisis during the federal election campaign. 
Boudria failed to mention More recently, the CTF launched a national billboard campaign in 


he'll probably pocket a $2 November 1998 demanding Paul Martin CUT TAXES NOW! in the 1999 
million MP’s pension. 
federal budget. 
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“As the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation noted last week, the 
government didn't balance the 
books all on its own. While it 
did chop $15.2 billion in 
spending during the past four 
years, it also enjoyed a $24.9 
billion hike in tax revenues 
during the same period — nearly 
half of it in personal taxes.” 


Ottawa Sun editorial, February 
22, 1998. 
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11. HOSTING CONFERENCES: 


f i elping taxpayers learn how to 
promote more efficient and accountable 


government is an integral part of the CTF’s 
mandate. To help foster the environment 
for change, the CTF has hosted a 
number of conferences. The first-ever 
Canadian Taxpayers Conference was 
held in Calgary in January 1993. It drew 
400 delegates from across the country. 
British Columbia hosted a conference on 
Direct Democracy that was carried on CPAC. 
Alberta and Ontario held conferences on municipal issues and 
Saskatchewan had several hundred attendees at their taxpayers’ confer- 
ence in 1994 under the theme “Restructuring for Tomorrow.” These events 
featured high profile speakers, both domestically and internationally, 
including New Zealand’s former Labour Finance Minister Roger Douglas 
and Proposition 13 leader, Joe] Fox from California. 

This past June, the CTF hosted the World Taxpayers Conference in 
Whistler, B.C. (see page 11). The first of its kind in North America, the 
event played host to delegates from 11 countries in five continents making 
it the most geographically diverse gathering of its kind ever held. 


12. PAPERS & SUBMISSIONS 
Coo occasionally seek input from 
citizens prior to making decisions. The CTF makes regular 
submissions to public hearing and consultation bodies, at the municipal, 
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provincial and federal level. Last year was a 
busy year, with the release of 20 reports 
and studies. This included a study 
released in December which showed 
that payroll taxes are $377 higher in 
1999 than they were in 1992. A major 
submission in November to the House 
of Commons Standing Committee 
provided an indepth look at federal 
finances and called for substantial tax cuts 
in the next federal budget. The chart on the 
next page provides an overview of all the 
reports released last year. 
For your own copy of each report or study 
please check out our web site at 
www.taxpayer.com. 


In December 1998, CTF National Communications Director Troy Lanigan was invited to head up a delegation 
of Canadian observers to presidential elections in Gabon (located between Cameroon and the Congo in 
Central West Africa). L-R: Dr. Julian West, Troy Lanigan, Nick Loenen, Canadian Ambassador Robert Nobel 
and Professor Charlotte Lemieux of the University of Sherbrooke. Unlike Canada, Gabon requires its head of 
State to receive the support of a majority of its voters. Perhaps we need Gabonese observers in Canada 
where governments are commonly elected with less than 40% support. The trip was privately funded by the 
US Africa Chamber of Commerce and Arab-Afro Development Foundation as part of their efforts to promote 
democracy in Africa. 
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CTF 1998 Studies and Reports 


The following is the list of 20 reports and studies prepared by CTF researchers last year. Interested in a copy of any of these reports? Most 
of them can be downloaded off our website at www.taxpayer.com or contact your local CTF office. 


Prose stu 
Federal 
MP Compensation Reform: Proposals to | Walter Robinson & Robert Recommendations to MP compensation review panel. 
Ensure Honourable Salaries Pauliszyn 
CPP Investment Board Mark Milke Recommendations on how the new CPP investment board should 
Recommendations safeguard public pension dollars. 


an. i 
April Corporate Welfare |: Welfare Bums wear | Walter Robinson A review of 16 years of Industry Canada subsidies to corporations. 
Armani Suits 
June Corporate Welfare II: A Nightmare on Walter Robinsion Study reveals that loans given by Industry Canada to corporations are 
Queen Street not being paid back. 
ug. Principles before Pensions Mark Milke, Walter Robinson | An overview of MPs pensions and why MPs should not rejoin the plan. 
& Robert Pauliszyn 
ov. ; 
Ov. 


1998 tax rates by province Richard Truscott A comparison of tax rates by province 


J 
Fi 
A 
N Submission to House of Commons Walter Robinson Pre-budget recommendations 
Finance Committee 
Dec. | Payroll taxes in 1999: Up, Up & Away Shows that payroll taxes are $377 higher in 1999 over 1992. 
British Columbia | 
Feb, B.C.'s Freedom of Information and Robert Pauliszyn Dispelied government arguments that Access to Information was too 
Privacy Recommendations costly. : 
Sept _| Submission to B.C. Electorial Dr. Julian Went, Troy Lanigan | Argues for alternatives to first-past-the-post voting system. 
| Boundaries Commission & Bruce Hallsor os 


July Alberta’s Freedom of Information and Mark Milke Recommended changes to Alberta’s Freedom to Information law. 
Privacy recommendations 
Alberta Tax Reform -- Simpler, Lower, Mark Milke Call for provincial tax reform in Alberta. 
Flatter 


Calgary Voter's Guide Mark Milke Survey of candidates’ positions on taxes, privatization & direct 
democracy. 
Oct. Edmonton Voter's Guide Mark Milke Survey of candidates’ positions on taxes, privatization & direct 
democracy. 
Nov. CTF’s Recommended Changes to Bill Mark Milke CTF recommendations on Citizen Initiative Act in Alberta. 
216 
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Winnipeg Election Voter's Guide Victor Vrsnik Review of councillors voting records. 
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The CTF im pacts 


CYBERSPACE 


Ts CTF went on line with the launch of 
its World Wide Web Site in early 1997. 
Ts site has seen dramatic improvement 
from its early days as a single page providing phone 
numbers and addresses for our provincial offices. 
Our move into cyberspace was long overdue. 
Indeed, the internet is one area where citizens can 
look for unfiltered information and feel free to 
exchange their views through the use of discussion 
groups and chat rooms. 
The first major overhaul took place in Novem- 
ber 1997, when Walter Robinson, the CTF federal 
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hits on the CTF 
Calendar year 1998 - * 
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1998 


director expanded the site to include news releases and 
Lets Talk Taxes commentaries. 

Then in September 1998, the site went through a 
second major reconstruction, when Tanis Niemcow, a 
recent graduate of a multi-media course, completely 
redesigned our web site making it more attractive and 
easier to use with the introduction of a frame format. 
She added photos and animations in an effort to make 
the site more enjoyable to browse through -- a remark- 
able achievement considering the site focuses on high 
taxes and government waste. 

The extensive changes to the web site have not 
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gone unnoticed to those who regularly “The CTF has a great site ... for starters, look at the CTF’s great 
journey through cyberspace. Over the past URL: www.taxpayer.com. Clearly somebody was thinking when that 
year, the CTF site received a number of domain was snapped up. This site itself is strong on information and 
awards. light on gizmos, making the surf experience quick and effective. In 
other words, a visitor gets a big bang for his time.” 
ba The CTF web site ‘sien? awarded 2 Pierre Bourque in the Hill Times, February 23, 1998. 
the “Cool-Canadian-site-of-the-day” for 
January 4, 1999. This award is given to 
Canadian sites based on their pages of information on government and taxation. You 
content and design. can get information on the latest government fiasco or 
information on our depressing taxes. Want to do 
m@ —=Branchez-vous, a Quebec-based something about government? Go to the site and 
organization, included the CTF as download the CTF’s latest petition. 
one of its top 1000 sites on The website also offers selected stories from our 
the web. flagship publication, The Taxpayer. 
a Phe’ Minin Cova ah | GHIBE cing to our federal office in Ottawa 
ys Iniethee Buses SOLO and each of our provincial operations 
eat www.taxpayer.com are also provided. In addition, you can 
a the “est of Uanniet meet : get a copy of the latest news release, 
November 1998 because of its superior Let's Talk Taxes commentary, Legislative 
design and Canadian content. Committee presentation or monthly Tax 
« Disc didedidna dandd fou Action Issues and Action Update. 
“C i ae We also have links to other Internet 
onservative-site-of-the dass ; 3 es ; 
day” on May 7, 1998 by sites including all major political parties, 
Enter Stage Right the Government of Canada, major media 
outlets and other helpful sites. 
iz Info Guide selected us as the Future plans include live footage of 


the improvements can be seen in the dramatic 
increase in the number of hits on our website as the 
chart shows. For the month of January 1998 we 
received a total of 8,500 hits and by 
December this jumped to 21,484 hits. In 
fact, we received over 3,000 hits in one 
day on November 26!. 


work. Kaye Knight, the publications 
manager for the Australian Taxpayers’ 
Association, dropped by our site and said, 
“*..Just visited your site for the first time. 
VERY COOL! I am beginning the process 
of setting up a web site for us (BIG 
learning curve: mine will be nowhere as 
cool as yours, but you gotta start 
somewhere.)...Even with all the animated 
graphics, download time is very short. 
Keep up the good work! I'll keep dropping 
in to see how you're doing.” 


CTF spokespersons on television and 
radio, a threaded discussion bulletin board 
and on-line registration for CTF spon- 
sored events. 
So check us out at hétp:// 
www.taxpayer.com.# 


““Business-site-of-the-day” for March 5, 
1998. 


But perhaps the greatest acknowledgement of 


Even our peers have appreciated the 


If you haven’t visited the CTF’s new improved web site. Check it out. 


The site now contains over 500 
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Write your MLA or MP 


The simplest way to get involved is by writing a letter 
to your MLA or MP. You need to realize that special 
interest groups that clamour for more money put 
immense pressure on our elected officials. Taxpayers 
must get involved to stem the tide. Here are some points 
to remember when writing a letter. 


‘s Keep it short. Get to the point immediately and try 
to keep the letter to one page in length. 


Be polite. If your representative believes that you 

will not vote for them no matter what he or she 
does, your letter will probably end up in the waste 
basket. You may disagree, but don’t be abusive. 


Make your letter personal. Use personal examples 
that support your statements and concerns. 


@ Write on one issue. Don’t ramble citing a long list 
of gripes and complaints. 


Handwritten letters have impact, as long as they are 
readable. Typewritten is also fine. Make sure your 
return address is on the letter. 


Enclose relevant newspaper clippings or 
other materials to support your arguments. 


What can 
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If you are writing concerning a particular piece of 
legislation, try to use its official name. 


® Ask your representative what he or she is going to 

O do about your concern. If they send you a vague 
reply, send another letter asking specifically where they 
stand on the issue. 


©@ Use proper titles. Address the Prime Minister as 
The Rt. Honourable and start the letter with Dear 
Prime Minister. Cabinet Ministers and Premiers should 
be addressed as The Honourable and start their letters 
with Dear Madame or Mr. Minister. MLAs and MPs 
should be addressed as Mr./Mrs./Ms. (surname) MLA or 
MP. Remember your letter will have much more impact 
if you show respect for their position. 


Don’t write just for the sake of writing. Make sure 
you have a relevant topic. 


TN If your MLA or MP takes a pro-taxpayer position, 
8 make sure you send a letter thanking them for their 
support. CC a copy of your letter and their response to 
your provincial of federal CTF office. 


Letters-to-the-editor 

Letters-to-the-editor are one of the most widely read 
sections of any newspaper. Issues of taxation and accountabil- 
ity are becoming increasingly important and editors will be 
interested in publishing your letter. If your letter is published 
it will send a message to thousands of people. Here are a few 
points to consider. 


1. The letter must be short. Each editor has his/her own 
standard in terms of length, so keep your letter to the average 
size of the letter published in the paper. 


2. Find out the name of the editor responsible for letters and 
address the letter personally to them. 


3. The letter should be timely. Try to tie it in with a current 
news story. 


4. Newspapers can receive a lot of letters, so don’t be dis- 
couraged if your letter isn’t published the first time. Try again. 


5. Make sure you put your name, address and phone number 
on your letter. Newspapers will not publish anonymous 
letters, but many will consider withholding your name if 
requested. 


6. Stick to one subject and use quotes, facts and figures to 
support your point. Follow-up to make sure your letter was 
received by the paper. 
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Put a petition together 


Petitions are a powerful way to communicate with 
legislators. Since it only takes a few seconds to sign a 
petition, it doesn’t take much effort to collect a large 
number of signatures. The circulation and presentation 
of a petition are an excellent way of getting media 
attention, which can significantly increase the impact of 
your message. 

There is a specific format to be used in order to have 
your petition officially tabled or presented in a 
provincial legislature or the House of Commons. Having 
it tabled, means the petition becomes part of the public 
record, increasing its visibility. All levels of government 
have their own requirements for a formal petition. 
Check with your provincial legislature on the exact 
procedure for your jurisdiction. 

However, even if your petition is not tabled it will 
still have a powerful impact on politicians because the 
names represent voters. And politicians know each name 
represents dozens of voters. 

The following are the basic requirements for 
presenting a petition before a provincial legislature or 

the House of Commons. 


/ A petition must be addressed to The Legislative 
Assembly or to The House of Commons in Parlia- 
ment Assembled. 


2 A petition must be written, printed or typed on 
paper of usual size. 


Getting the address of an 
MP or MLA 


If you live in the constituency of 
the MLA or MP you are writing, send 
the letter to their local constituency 
office. 

MP: Their number is listed at the 
beginning of the Federal Blue Pages in 
your local phone directory or you can 
call Reference Canada at 1-800-667- 
3355. 

MLAs: Call the information 
number listed at the beginning of the 
Provincia] Government Blue Pages in 
your telephone directory. 


& A petition must contain a 

written request asking the 

Parliament or Assembly to take 
some specific action. 


ZA\ If the petition contains 
” more than one page, the written request must be at 
the top of each page. 


te Each signer must write out his or her address on 
the petition. 


G A petition must contain at least 25 signatures and 
“*” addresses and at least three of these names must 
appear on the first page. 

i$ Signatures and addresses must be signed by the 


original person and names and addresses must not 
be erased or crossed out. 
© Only Canadian residents may sign petitions to the 
House of Commons, and petitions to the provin- 
cial legislators are limited to residents of that province. 


ae A petition must seek action on a matter with the 
y) jurisdiction of the appropriate level of government. 


TN Finally, if you plan to have the petition presented 
in the House of Commons or Provincial Legisla- 
ture, you'll have to find an MP or MLA to present 
it. Even if you are unable to do this, you can present the 
petition to any elected official at his or her office. Make 
sure you invite the media to come along. 
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We’ ll miss you, Rob 


1998 marked the departure of BC Researcher Robert 
Pauliszyn who accepted a position in Ottawa. 

Robert joined the CTF as a field service representa- 
tive in Alberta in 1993. Shortly afterward he moved 
to Victoria to assume responsibilities as the BC 
division’s Director of Research. Robert made 
significant contributions to CTF research on corpo- 
rate welfare, politicians’ perks and benefits, taxpayer 
protection legislation, workable recall and initiative 
legislation, freedom of information, aboriginal 
treaties, and crown and utility management to name a 
few. In five years with the CTF Robert spent many a 
night asleep over his keyboard. He is a good friend 
to all who know him and a true warrior in the cause 
of taxpayer emancipation! We'll miss you Robert. 
Good luck in the future. 


Bob Matheson receives Tax Fighter 
of the Year Award 


This past June, the Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
awarded its annual “Taxfighter of the Year Award” to Bob 
Matheson of Edmonton, Alberta. In May 1989, Bob was 
instrumental in the formation of the Resolution One 
Committee, an organization formed to oppose the 
GST. This organization proposed that for any 
additional taxes the government raised, it must 
reduce spending by the same amount plus one 
dollar. They organized a series of “Axe the 
Tax rallies” in protest of the GST and 
eventually presented 50,000 signed 
cards opposing the sales tax to a 
Senate meeting in Edmonton. In 
1990, the Resolution One Commit- 
tee and Saskatchewan Taxpayers 
Association joined together to form 
the Canadian Taxpayers Federation. 
Bob Matheson was a founding director 
in the new organization and later 
became Chairman, a position he held 
until his resignation in 1996. Bob played 
a very significant role as he led the CTF 
through some turbulent times as it rapidly 
expanded to become a major voice on the 
Canadian political scene. 


THE TAXPAYER 


Attention civil s servants: 


- Thomas Paine 


Every year, governments spend a lot of taxpayers’ 
money - a lot of your money. 

Do you know of better and more efficient ways that 
money could be spent? Do you know a way the 
government could actually save money? Ever tried to 
implement your ideas and been shut down? 

How about simple waste and corruption? Tried to 
blow the whistle and found that your bosses just didn’t 
care? 

Don’t give up. The Taxpayer, and any of our 
friendly Federation offices welcome ‘brown enve- 
lopes,’ a helpful phone call, or just a friendly tip. 


In December 1998, Joel Fox announced he was stepping 
down after 12 years as president of the California-based 
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association. Joel leaves his post 
in the year of Proposition 13’s twentieth anniversary. 
Thanks to Joel — the internationally recognized grand daddy 
of all tax limitation measures — Proposition 13 
remains intact. Long time supporters of the CTF 


will know Joel has made several trips to 
Canada. His experience, wisdom and 
enthusiasm have been a significant 


ingredient to the growth and success of the 


CTF. We wish you well Joel ... you are a 
fine leader in the cause of taxpayer 
emancipation! 


Does /he Taxpayer know? 


“Public money ought to be touched with the most scrupulous 
conscientiousness of honour. It is not the produce of riches 
only, but of the hard earnings of labour and poverty. It is drawn 
even from the bitterness and want and money. Not a beggar 
passes, or perishes in the streets, whose mite is not in that mass.” 


Confidentially is 
assured. We’ ll never tell 
anyone where the informa- 
tion came from. But we will investigate. And 
you'll have served the public good by making sure all 
of our taxpayer dollars - from the rich and the poor - 
are wisely spent. 

Look for our addresses on page two of this maga- 
zine. And don’t worry - your name will never show up 
in the morning newspaper. But your information 
might. 


THE TAXPAYER 


CTF supporter survey 


Finding out what you're thinking 


Each year the CTF sends out a comprehensive survey to its 80,000 

supporters across the country. The results are tabulated and form the 
basis of pre-budget submissions and CTF policy. Below are selected 
results from decided respondents in the 1998 supporter survey. 
Thank you to those who took time to respond. 


1. How would you rate the CTF’s _—5. If federal taxes were to be cut which ONE tax would you 
overall effectiveness as an give the highest priority to reducing? 
advocacy group? POT EO IE MACOITIO TEX so: ccaccccescsekaleacuvsncdssadeedecedeboavnues 62% 
Excellent -32% Good - 57% GST & provincial sales taxes .........sccccssscsseessuessseseses 26% 


Fair - 9% Poor - 1% PAVCOl TAX@S SclQVIGS, ..accarenssnixicniaosiagorigrevrceiatyat ah 6% 
COTS EDC oes Poa SR ein Ie tee Jet L 3% 
Property taxes csin.55 5 els cnrsnape ee tact mars a 2% 
Business/Corporate INCOME tAX .......c.seesessesseeneeneresees 1% 


2. Which of these do you feel are the 3 
most effective tools used by the CTF in =a 
pressing its message to the public? 


The Taxpayer magazine ........ 38% Should the C Canadian 


Media Interviews ..............0.. 21% 
Paid advertising .........cceee 10% nate ey: 
RPM Sehr acs viiasafeaiezavasesaunvccicroants 7% ey 
CTF speakers at events.......... 5% 
Let's Talk Taxes commentaries 5% 
Public FOrUMS ...:.....ceseeeeeeeeeeees 4% 
Studies and position papers.... 4% 
Petition campaigns ..............0 4% 
TAXPOX <awgetiin ete tscvmuere 1% 
WOR SIG cc cesctsrercentstersnsohaves 0.5% 
3. Toward which level of government i Abolished 
should the CTF be focusing most ofits | 45% 
energy? . 
FRR EL cearacssessicavasectveocesacosten 81% 
PP VRMPGHEA sages co cosh folitystbedoscyhete 17% 
Local/municipal .....2.-..1.0. a. 1% 
=) Do you support the establishment of private medical 
4, Please choose the one major =) services and insurance to c@-exist alongsitie the 
direction you feel the CTF should WW gnc public system? 
advocate with regard to any 
federal budget surplus. 
POGUES OMY siiichcccsoctctsciereseease 9% 
More spending only ................ 0% 
Debt reduction only ................ 9% 
Tax cuts/more spending ........... 1% o ts ; 
More spending and debt 30% No opinion 
FOREN cinch coecactedhescisscss..0is 1% funsure 


Tax cuts and debt reduction .. 67% 
Combination tax cuts, more 
spending & debt reduction . 12% 


THE TAXPAYER 


6. Should health, education and welfare be shared 
responsibilities between the provincial and federal 
governments, or should those be exclusively provincial 
government responsibilities? 
Shared provincial & federal ...........cccsssecssseesssneecsseen 68% 
SRA MEI fas agsnoestoadosenuevessnctineartcteaoergties anayoa ee 32% 


7. The federal government collects about $5 billion in gas 
taxes hut spends only 5% on road development. What do 
you feel Ottawa should do with gas tax revenues? 
Cut gas tax revenues to equal present road funding 27% 
Spend half on roads and cut gas taxes with the rest 59% 
Continue to put most of it into general revenues........ 2% 


REIMAN NIG AS AK se. idsasenicsssessuttsavescdssestasecsseneaseos 4% 
Spend all gas tax revenue on roads (write in) ............ 3% 
Spend greater % On roads [WTrite-iN) .........essseeseesteeee 4% 


8. Toward what level of government should the CTF be 
most aggressively promoting direct democracy 
(referendum, recall and citizen initiative)? 
“pi Tio 21 | RES MUTASE 2 SE aA ane ed BP ae 75% 
Provincial 
Municipal 


9. Should entitlement programs (like Old Age Security or 
the Guaranteed Income Supplement) be provided to all 
Canadians universally, or provided to a greater extent 
only on the basis of need? 
MIP W IM RSEANY asttcs 207-8 ANG Sens clacoascersuisstdvcivonvosbosnistods 40% 
WINE RMRME Yas nach ada sodns nd cchavonckevegavvaa neinaats 60% 


10. Do you agree or disagree that the federal government 

should increase transfer payments to the provinces. 
PROG sonsacas-sscvesssvesuscuscisastescssasencsyanaeopenvaa i atanracantee 79% 
Disagree 


11. Which of these Crown Corporations or agencies, if 
any, do you feel should be privatized? 


Canadian Broadcasting Corporation ............sscsese 63% 
(Cea SE ss dissis csspqecy can sasessvaraperueteateecdsoesceresss 58% 
MAAN pte sss c2lrchaveetbocyaetcuc panda obescdde aun Pns core scnsees 54% 
Support services at RCMP/Canadian Military bases 31% 
PROTIG EENGPOY: CAMGUA ss cscsSscsssccacsvderoccussveacaccstoceasvecs 24% 
FeRted OU CAI PITA GCNIS =, oa csestecensetvscctsedcades acscnsGlabnaoidearaved 23% 
PAIRS Gara is ni hesctas rivetaraioines aciscasncsnsscvaneeausaied 22% 


Canada Ports Corporation .......c.ssssessssssssssesseesssenseaes 21% 


Holding the Government 
Accountable For Budget Lies 


In response to revelations that the Clark govern- 
ment had knowingly cooked the books prior to the 
1996 election the CTF advocated use of the prov- 
ince’s recall law to revoke their fraudulent mandate. 
In February, 1998 two recall efforts in northern 
British Columbia fell short of the required number 
of signatures. Although limited, the CTF was proud 


of its involvement 


and support for these 
historic recall efforts 
Reforming the Voting System 


that sent a message to 
politicians of all 
stripes that citizens 
will not accept being 
lied to. 


CTF Provincial Director Troy Lanigan was re- 
elected president of the Electoral Change Coalition 
of British Columbia. The Coalition represents a 
broad cross section of political parties, interest 
groups and individuals 


ated by am 
Tritish Columbians ¥6 
Gerretnng 7 74 per cent hr favor of 


recall legislation. 
Bc. Civil Lipari Roe 
Now the setendet of 


Pots for by The Cx CRASH | Les 


998 Year in 


a, 
eas 


committed to changing our first-past-the-post voting 
system through a province-wide referendum. 

ECCO held a one day conference in Burnaby on 
September 19. 


Defending Freedom of Information 


British Columbia’s Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act has come under attack by 
the Clark govern- 
ment on the basis 
I | that it is “too 
CRASH HELMUT- costly”. In re- 
sponse, the CTF 
gyrate joined the Cam- 
paign for Open 
Government in June and 
made a detailed submission to a Special Committee 
of the Legislature reviewing the Act. Our message: 
bureaucracy is expensive, open government is not. 
“Costs” are but a bogeyman to limit accountability 
which the Act provides. 


Defending Canada’s Only 
Recall Law 


In a bizarre move, the BC Civil 
Liberties Association filed a court 
action in March 1998 seeking to 
have British Columbia’s recall law 
declared unconstitutional. Recog- 
nizing the ludicrousness of the 
Clark government defending its 
recall law in court, the CTF 
immediately filed and received 
standing as an intervenor to 
' properly and sincerely defend 
the country’s only recall law. 
While B.C.’s recall law is not perfect, 
striking it down as unconstitutional 


$400, 000 rip- 


k cost $152 
Taxpayer lobby group says the — . - che 
per word. But the ministe’ ci wed — 

mS 
the —— has resultes " 


would surely seal the fate of any 
future reforms to democratic processes in B.C. 
or elsewhere in the country. 


Budgets 


CTF-BC was active speaking up on behalf of 
taxpayers in British Columbia on budget days, 
conducting six interviews in response to the federal 
budget in February and 20 in response to the provin- 
cial budget in March. 


Hosting the World 


In June, CTF-BC was the proud host of 
the sixth World Taxpayers Conference in 
Whistler. Co-sponsored by the CTF and 
Taxpayer Associations International, the 

heads of 14 taxpayer organizations from 

11 countries gathered for what was the 

most geographically representative 

gathering of taxpayer activists ever held. 
Issues ranging from social security reform 
to taxpayer communications and fundraising 
were discussed. 


Principles Before Pensions 


Prior to the last federal election, 61 MPs volun- 
tarily opted-out of the gold-plated MP pension plan. 
However, in June 1998, new legislation allowed 48 
of those still sitting a chance to opt back in. The 
CTF sent a survey to those eligible asking them to 
declare their intention: 32 said they were staying 
out. The CTF ran radio ads targeting the remainder 
— including four Reform MPs in British Columbia — 


BC Provincial Director Troy 
Lanigan makes clear the CTF’s 
opposition to the NDP 
government’s election gag law. 


HLEER the Province « + B.C. 


MLAs who would 
be en’ pares been eligible [ates mabe 


TBLION SAYS she anniver: 
wn MLAs’ pension cligibitity we 


2 fiion sion pla 
pcg one for the ta ti62 or 


aniversary 38 & ainst and aboli om ned — 


“08 agh day ¢ relebration™ in Vie 
a q°: ccording to hgures supplied toi 
vy the federation. 28 , 
pecame eligible yest 


to put their 

Principles Before 
Pensions and stay out. In the end, only 4 MPs chose 
to opt back in saving taxpayers millions. 


Holding Crown Corporations 
Accountable 


CTF-BC continued to speak out on Crown 
Corporation accountability in 1998. In January, the 
CTF blew the whistle on an internal ICBC docu- 
ment discussing various “revenue enhancement 
measures” including higher gas taxes and remained 
highly visible throughout the year in opposition to 


reinstate 
pension ben- 
efits for those 
who were re- 
_ elected. The 
CTF immedi- 
ately surveyed 
32 MLAs who 
would become 
vested on October 17. 

Unfortunately, only two MLAs bothered responding 
and only one said he would honour his word from 
the last election. Par for the NDP course ... and a 
double bogey for the Liberals who signed pledges in 
the last election saying they would “vote to wipe 
out pensions”. 


CUT TAXES NOW! 


In November, representatives of the CTF held 
simultaneous press conferences in front of bill- 
boards erected in nine Canadian cities to launch a 
national CUT TAXES NOW! campaign. At a press 
conference in downtown Vancouver, Troy Lanigan 


ICBC consuming the Department of Motor Vehi- 


cles. 

The provincial govern- 
ment and BC Hydro were 
fraudulent in boasting of a 
$12 consumer rebate in 1998 
when (if not removed from 
the provisions of the Utilities 
Commission) it should be 
$150! The CTF revealed in 
April that fully one-third of 
the average Hydro bill finds 
its way into provincial 
coffers — the mother of all 
hidden cash cows! 


Trough Day 


Prior to the 1996 provin- 
cial election the legislature 
voted to abolish MLA 
pensions. One of their first 
acts after the election was to 


announced a national petition drive aimed at reduc- 
ing taxes by $10-billion in the 1999 federal budget. 


‘acrr RADIO ADS 


In its “Principles before Pensions” campaign, the CTF ran radio ads to 
dissuade MPs from rejoining the gold-plated MP pension plan. The following is 
one of the ads that ran in the constituency of B.C. Reform MP Bill Gilmour. 


a : i 


“Before the last election Bill Gilmour made a principled decision to opt-out 
of the gold-plated MP pension plan. He said other MPs should think twice 

before gorging into the tax trough 
But now that the election is over ... he wants back in. 


Call Bill Gilmour’s constituency office today at 752-8888 and tell him not ta 
give MP pensions a second thought. 


We’re the Canadian Taxpayers Federation and we believe that principles 
come before pensions.” 
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1. Presentations/Studies/Position Papers 

In February the CTF made a submission to a 
Special Committee of the B.C. Legislature 
reviewing the province’s Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act (FOD. The CTF’s 
presentation dispelled “costs” as a reason to 
weakening access to information. 

In April, CTF Provincial Director Troy Lanigan 
made a presentation to the Canadian Study of 
Parliament Group on the subject of British 
Columbia’s recall law. In September, the CTF 
helped with a submission to the Electoral 
Boundaries Commission repeating its call for a 
referendum on a voting system. 

In September, the CTF 
collaborated with the Electoral 
Change Coalition of B.C. ina 
written submission to the B.C. 

Electoral Boundaries Commission. It 
argued to expand the Commission’s 
mandate and recommend 
alternatives to the first-past-the-post 
voting. 


2. Surveys 

In September, the CTF asked 32 
MLA’s whether they planned to accept pension 
benefits they had voted to abolish prior to the last 
election. The results led to the CTF’s October 17 
Trough Day release. 


3. Tax Action 


An issues and action update exclusively for 
CTF-BC supporters was sent out twelve times in 
1998. 


4, Let's Talk Taxes 

The BC office produced 42 commentaries in 
1998. These commentaries go out to 200 media 
outlets across BC and appear regularly in 15 
publications, 


ci 


ail 


5. Paid Advertising 


The CTF ran radio ads in August as part of its 
Principles Before Pensions campaign urging MPs 
who had previously opted out of the gold-plated 
pension plan not to opt back in. The CTF also 
erected billboards through November and December 
in Vancouver and Victoria as part of its national 
CUT TAXES NOW! campaign. 


6. Events 
CTF-BC participated in four press conferences in 
1998, played host to the World Taxpayers 
Conference in June and attended one editorial board 
meeting with the Times Colonist in 
Victoria. 


7. Petitions 
In 1998, the CTF circulated six 
petitions in B.C. Two were federal: 
in support of tax cuts in the 1999 
federal budget and reform of the 
Canada Pension Plan. Four were 
provincial: support for a workable 
citizen-initiative law, an end to 
business loans and grants, support for 
a taxpayer protection law and support for a 
referendum on an alternative voting system. 


8. Speaking engagements 
CTF representatives in BC spoke at 12 events 
throughout the province in 1998. 


§. Media Summary 

CTF-BC sent out 19 news releases/advisories 
earning 394 media interviews and 67 requests for 
information in calendar 1998. Most common media 
coverage included newspaper (137), radio (79), 
magazine (33), radio talk shows (27), television 
(23), freelance interviews (7), live/talk show 
television (7), and letters-to-the-editor (1). 


AT .ES FoR TA 


1998 Year 


MLA Expense Accounts 


The CTF blew the whistle on Alberta’s MLA 
expense accounts in January. After the province’s 
Freedom of Information Commissioner ruled expense 
accounts were not covered by the province’s freedom 
of information law, the CTF conducted 18 media 
interviews and pressed the government to amend the 
freedom of information law. 


Re-thinking Taxpayer 
Tuition Subsidies 


In January 1998, the CTF argued that capped 
tuition rates damage the ability of universities to 
function effectively. Since students pay only 
20% to 30% of the of true cost of their 
education, a 70%-80% break is effectively 
given to all students, wealthy or poor. The 
CTF argued that income contingent 
repayment loans, remission, scholarships, 
and grants targeted to those in financial 
need was a better use of taxpayers’ 
educational dollars than a policy of 
subsidized tuition that benefits all 
students regardless of need. 


Budgets 


CTF Alberta spoke up for taxpayers 
in February, conducting 32 interviews 
on the provincial and federal budgets. 


No Free Cash to Pro 
Sports 


In April 1998, CTF Alberta published 
an opinion piece in the Edmonton 
Journal that opposed using taxpayer 
dollars to subsidize the Edmonton Oilers 
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to the tune of $2.4 million a year. The CTF argued 
$2.2 million a year was already scheduled to flow to 
the Oilers in 1998 through a ticket tax specifically 
imposed in 1994 to help the team pay their rent. 
Edmonton City Council voted to fund the request, 
which brings total cost of City Hall’s 1994 and 1998 
decisions to $4.6 million, transferred annually from 
taxpayers to a professional hockey team, not including 
a $100,000 a year break on property taxes. 


Edmonton-McClung By- 
Election Voter’s Guide 


In May 1998, CTF-Alberta released a voters’ guide 
for CTF supporters, the general public, and the media 
concerning the provincial by-election in Edmonton 

McClung. The guide detailed the candidates’ 
responses to a CTF questionnaire on 
taxes, debt, and direct democracy. 


Simpler, Lower, and 
Flatter 


1998 Alberta Tax Review 
Committee 


As part of its June 1998 
submission on how to 
reform Alberta’s personal 
income tax system, CTF 
Alberta proposed the 

following: 


@ Alberta switch from 
calculating provincial 
personal income tax as a 
percentage of federal 
tax to calculating 
provincial tax based on 
income. 


Alberta should lead the way with ‘flatter’ tax : 


Stockvoetl Day has incined public inpas on chargsing Alberta's income ta shasta. ‘se beorcan soap of Reece 


Mark Mille. Alberta director of the Canaciian Bagpavers Rokeration, masggests: 


[22S forening the rte and an end so applying provincial nex asa percentage of federal tax. 


a A generous provincial Basic Personal 
Exemption be established to shield 
low-income Albertans from income tax. 


a That one rate — a single rate — of taxation be 
applied to all other income above the 
Basic Personal Exemption when calculating 
provincial personal income tax. 


a That a minimum of credits be established in 
order to provide across-the-board tax relief for 
all Albertans. 


Expanding Alberta’s Freedom of 
Information Laws 


In June 1998, CTF-Alberta submitted its 
proposals for amendments to the province’s 
Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act. The CTF proposed that MLAs’ 
office expenses be subject to the Act, that 
Cabinet documents be made public after five 
years as opposed to the current fifteen years, 
and that there be no increase in fees. 


Principles Before Pensions 


Prior to the last federal election, 61 MPs 
voluntarily opted-out of the gold-plated MP 
pension plan. However, in June 1998 new 
legislation allowed 48 of those still sitting a 
chance to opt back in. The CTF sent a 
survey to those eligible asking them to 
declare their intention: 32 said they were 
staying out. The CTF ran radio ads 
targeting the remainder — including one 
Reform MP and one Liberal MP in Alberta 
— to put their Principles Before Pensions 
and stay out. In the end, both Liberal 
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David Kilgour and Reformer John Williams stayed 
out. 


Steal This Guide 


In October 1998, CTF-Alberta released 
municipal voters’ guides in Edmonton and 
Calgary. The guides were compiled after the 
Federation surveyed all the candidates running for 
city hall on questions related to property taxes, 
accountability, direct democracy, privatization, and 
contracting out. 


Citizen Initiated 
Referendums — Bill 216 


In October and November 1998, CTF supporters in 
Alberta were alerted that Bill 216, sponsored by 
backbench Conservative MLA Denis Ducharme 
would give Albertans the right to initiate citizen 
referendums. CTF Alberta director Mark Milke wrote 

an opinion piece in the Edmonton 
. Journal, and those supporters 
MUU with fax machines 
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2 prsh the issue — or promoting federal Bill 216 demands that 95,000 Alber remy 
Swiss show political change through Senateelec- tans in at least two-thirds of the  ... no one thinks the Swiss are 
tions, but play in the provincial politi. province's ridings sign a petition to nuity or irresponsible for 


ca} samibex and wait forthe burning even start areferend 
referendums stares. : ieee wore ein 1 nore, hertans (equal having thaught through and 


Citizens, possessed by the quaint to 60 per cent of the ballots cast in at voted on sucit issues. 
can work well idea they should oocasionafly decide east two-thirds of the provinee’s ele: SS TEAS SN Lae AAR ane harvly made S 
what's up for debate, are politely inldto tora! districts during the last election) unaffected, but citizens could at amas fact, countnies with international dis. 


wait until the next election, where af would have to approve the measure. pull e referendum lever if politicians *s come to Genev 


Mark Migs course debate is dominated by fax That's 909,968 more people than the 42 consistently ignored their concerns. 
deductible political parties, 1@second MLAs currently nesded to pasa a legis Of course, the real reason some 
Alberta's politicians will soon sound bites, apple pie party platferms, lature bill MLAs oppose provincial referendui 


decide whether Albertans can be and vacuous candidates’ brochures Besides, the idea that referendums rights is because they believe a 


trusted with pencils and ballots. And if designed to offend as few people aspos- can be bought was punctured by the ity of Albertans are not smart or 216 is not perfect — the 60-per-_ 
past votes are any guide, alotof Con- sible. results of the referendum on the Char. responsible enough in choosing refer. cent Qureshx shou lene rae 
seit 


servative MLAs are likely to say “1.” th contrast to referendums which  lottetown Accord, where the “yes” side endum issues or voting “proper 
Sponsored by Conservative MLA are about ideas, elect policy outspent the “no” forces Li-toone,had That's curious, since such pei 
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88% responded the same way in the 1998- 
99 CTF Supporter Survey. 
were asked to contact their MLA 

directly and press them to support the que i 
Bill. 32 MLAs (31 Tories and one CUT TAXES NOW! 
Liberal) voted against giving Albertans 
citizen initiated referendums thereby 
defeating the Bill. 

The fight will continue in 1999 
since this is a priority issue for 4 
CTF supporters. In the 1997-98 
CTF Supporter Survey, 91% of 
Alberta supporters said they 
‘wanted the right to initiate ¢ 
provincial referendums. 


In November, representatives of the CTF held 
simultaneous press conferences in front of 
billboards erected in nine Canadian cities to 

launch a national CUT TAXES NOW! 
campaign. Ata press conference in downtown 
Edmonton, Alberta Director Mark Milke 
announced a national petition drive aimed 
at reducing taxes by $10-billion in the 
1999 federal budget. 
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1. Presentations/Studies/Position 
Papers/Reports 


In 1998, the Alberta Division of the CTF made 
submissions to: the government on taxpayer- 
subsidized tuition subsidies; to an all-party committee 
reviewing the province’s Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act; the Alberta Income Tax 
Review Committee on provincial personal income tax 
and; to all 83 MLAs on recommended changes to Bill 
216 — the proposed Citizens’ Initiative Act. Voters’ 
Guides were issued for the Edmonton-McClung by- 


election and the Edmonton and Calgary civic elections. 


The Alberta office provided the research for the CTF’s 
federal positions on pay equity, the payroll tax 
increase, CPP Investment Board recommendations, 
and Sheila Copps’ Tape Tax. 


2. Surveys 


In May, the CTF asked all six candidates running in 
the Edmonton McClung by-election their 
positions on taxes, deficit spending, 
and citizen initiated 
referendums. In September, 
the CTF surveyed all 
councillor/aldermanic and 
mayoral candidates in 
Edmonton and Calgary on 
their positions on property 
taxes, direct democracy, and 
alternative service delivery. 

The answers formed the basis 
for the resulting Voters’ Guides. 


3. Tax Fax/Tax Action 


An issues and action update exclusively for CTF- 
Alberta supporters was sent out 26 times in 1998 for 
those Alberta supporters with fax machines. 


4. Let’s Talk Taxes 


The Alberta office produced 52 commentaries in 


em Journal . 
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1998. These commentaries go out to 80 media outlets 
across Alberta and appear regularly in 20 publications. 


5. Paid Advertising 


CTF ran radio ads in August as part of its Principles 
Before Pensions campaign urging MPs who had 
previously opted out of the gold-plated pension plan 
not to opt back in. The CTF also erected billboards 
through November and December in Calgary and 
Edmonton as part of its national CUT TAXES NOW! 
Campaign. 


6. Events 


CTF-Alberta participated in three press conferences 
in 1998, sponsored an information session on Market 
Value Assessment in Edmonton, and attended one 
editorial board meeting at the Calgary Herald. 


7. Petitions 
In 1998, the CTF circulated four 
petitions in Alberta. Three were 
federal: in support of tax cuts in the 
1999 federal budget, reform of 
the Canada Pension Plan, and an 
end to federal business subsidies. 
One was provincial: support for 
lower provincial taxes. 


8. Speaking engagements 


CTF representatives in Alberta spoke at 
eight events throughout the province in 
1998. 


9. Media Summary 


CTF-Alberta sent out 25 news releases/advisories 
earning 437 media contacts and 58 requests for 
information in calendar 1998. Most common media 
coverage included newspaper (181), radio (118), 
magazine (25), television (60), wire (25), letters-to-the- 
editor (9), and opinion editorials (9). 


he Saskatchewan division of the CTF went 
to battle on behalf of the province’s 


taxpayers in 1998 by fighting for provincial 
tax cuts, attacking the lack of accountability by Crown 
corporations, and clashing with the government over 
the Channel] Lake scandal. 


But the Saskatchewan operation also opened 
several new fronts by targeting municipal 
accountability issues with Regina and Saskatoon city 
councils and mobilizing taxpayer troops into a new 
Property Taxpayers Network. 

A broad array of weapons were deployed, including 
press releases, public speaking, media interviews, 
letters to the editor, appearances on talk radio and 
cable TV, press conferences, opinion page editorials, 
paid advertising, presentations, reports, and research 
papers. 

CTF-Saskatchewan celebrated several victories in 
1998, but the war rages on. 
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“AR IN REVIEV 


SASKATCHEWAN 


Victory over SaskPower’s 
Foreign Foray 


CTF Saskatchewan celebrated a major victory in 
January of 1998 when the provincial government 
bowed to the public pressure (we helped mobilize) 
and pulled SaskPower out of a $31 million pact to buy 
half of a power company in the South American 
country of Guyana. CTF-Saskatchewan first exposed 
the risky plot last winter. Unfortunately, before 
retreating, the Saskatchewan governmeut squandered 
$2 million on the ill-fated expedition. 

Over the next few years, Saskatchewan’s Crowns 
are looking to spend hundreds of millions of our tax 
dollars on questionable ventures around the globe. 
This past December we continued our counterattack to 
end these risky foreign forays by exposing through a 
Freedom of Information request that the government 
doesn’t even keep records of the foreign investments 
made by Crown corporations. 


id ris ml 
| Some vocal crities of the NDP past 
‘Wlodaps government peasared the initial invitation 


Fortified the Tax Cut Barricades 


Using billboards, speaking engagements, petition 
drives, and policy presentations, CTF-Saskatchewan 
helped mobilize public pressure for tax cuts. The 
provincial government relented and lowered the 
personal income tax rate by 2 percentage points in its 
March 1998 budget. We also participated in the 
national “CUT TAXES NOW” campaign in the fall of 
1998. 

The battle for more meaningful tax relief goes on in 
full force. To the barricades! 


Clashed Over Crown 
Accountability 


CTF-Saskatchewan engaged in a number of 
skirmishes with the province’s 
Crown corporations as part of 
our campaign to improve their 
accountability. 

Provincial Director Richard 
Truscott made several sorties 
over to legislative committee 
hearings into SaskPower’s 
Channel Lake scandal. In 
May, the CTF launched a 
complaint with the RCMP 
asking for a preliminary 
determination as to whether a 
criminal investigation into the 
scandal was warranted. Richard 
Truscott, confronted the force’s 


gily 
pt 


not genuine effort: critics 


The StarPhoenix 
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commercial crime 
investigators with a CTF-drafted timeline of 

events and hundreds of documents from the legislative 
inquiry. 

Throughout 1998 we campaigned to force the 
government to set up an independent Crown utility 
watchdog. In September 1998, CTF-Sask shipped off 
a blueprint to the government on how to construct an 
independent, non-partisan, and cost-efficient 
commission, called the Crown Utility Review Board 
(CURB), to regulate the four biggest Crowns: 
SaskPower, SaskTel, SaskEnergy, and SGI. 

Provincial Director Richard Truscott also fired 
questions at SaskEnergy executives about the CTF’s 
proposed new line of defense for taxpayers -- a utility 
watchdog -- during rate review meetings in Regina 
and Weyburn. 


Attacked MPs Pensions 


As part of the CTF’s 
nation-wide “Principles 
Before Pensions” 
campaign in the summer 
of 1998, the 
Saskatchewan Division 
played a key role in the 
attack on federal MPs 
who considered opting 
back into the gold-plated 
MP pension plan. Our 
aerial assault included radio 
ads that helped force a 
Saskatoon-area MP to 
surrender and stay out of the 
lucrative pension scheme. 


Defended Property Taxpayers Secured Beachhead on 


The Saskatchewan Division helped marshal the Municipal Issues 


troops in defense of property taxpayers in the In November 1998, the Saskatchewan Division of 
aftermath of the 1996 and 1997 reassessment the CTF bombarded municipal politicians in Regina 
atrocities. In late September, we launched the and Saskatoon. Analysis of each City Council’s votes 
Saskatchewan Property and proceedings revealed a troubling lack of 


recommended a number of changes 
4 to council procedures in both cities 
SS Te to allow for more recorded votes and 


i council votes urged better public access to Council 
Truscott helped draft battle ~ ss trie ap anal ded a aa | minutes. 


plans at the group’s 

inaugural meeting. 
Intelligence-gathering 
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Taxpayers Network to | AY ere accessibility and openness. We 
mobilize taxpayers ; FR J 

throughout the province 3 AX. 

around property tax issues. — 
Provincial Director Richard — Recorded 
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ieassesament mess, and the thee aaa” City Council about the elimination of 
inherent unfairness of school taxes. _— the municipal business tax. 


CTF-Sask 


Studies/Position Papers council procedures in both cities. 


CTF-Sask prepared a number of studies and 
research papers in 1998. Prior to the provincial 
budget in March we made a comprehensive pre- Tax Fax/Tax Action 
budget submission to the Finance Minister, entitled The Saskatchewan Division set up a system of 
“Building a Solid Foundation”, in which we argued monthly updates to CTF supporters across the 
for meaningful, broad-based tax relief. province. Once a month, over 1,200 CTF 

In September, we released a research paper supporters receive current information on the 
entitled “Unleashing a Crown Utility Watchdog”, Federation’s activities and encourage them to take 
that argued for the establishment of an independent, action. 
non-partisan, and cost-efficient commission of 
experts, to regulate Saskatchewan’s Crown 
corporations. | Let's Talk Taxes 

In October, two studies were unveiled, “The “Let’s Talk Taxes” is a weekly commentary 
Regina Taxpayers Hansa ” and the “Saskatoon provided to selected media outlets by the CTF and 
Taxpayers Hansard” that analysed the votes and is published in at least 50 weekly papers across the 


proceedings of each city council. The report also province. Provincial Director, Richard Truscott, 


made a number of recommendations to improve : 
continued on page 39 
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continued from page 38 


wrote 46 “Let’s Talk Taxes” columns and Federal 
Director, Walter Robinson added another 5 
commentaries. The main topics included tax cuts, 
the Channel Lake scandal, Crown corporation and 
utility taxes, property taxes, accountability for tax 
dollars spent on Native reserves, government waste, 
and MP pensions. 

In early 1998, we conducted a telephone survey 
of each “Let’s Talk Taxes” recipient to ask for 
feedback about the content and timeliness of the 
commentaries. 


Petitions 

In 1997, the CTF gathered 38,700 signatures on 
petitions in Saskatchewan calling for provincial tax 
relief, the implementation of Taxpayer Protection 
Legislation, the formation of a utility watchdog, and 
opposing Canada Pension Plan tax increases. 

In 1998, the Federation circulated four petitions: 
provincial tax cuts, reforms to the Canada Pension 
Plan, an end to “corporate welfare”, and calling for 
natives to pay the PST on off-reserve purchases. As 
a result of our efforts, we gathered over 56,000 
names — a 46% increase from the year before. In 

other words, over 95,000 people (or the 
equivalent of almost 10% of the 
total population in 
Saskatchewan) have 
signed one of the CTF’s 
petitions in the past two 
years! 


Surveys 
The CTF sought the 
input of its supporters with 
the annual survey that asked a 
series of questions on tax 
cuts, school and 
property taxes, 
privatization 


Richard Truscott 


of Crown corporations, and the Channel Lake 
affair. The information gleaned from the survey 
was included in a number of CTF submissions, 
reports and press releases. 


Letters to the Editor 


The Saskatchewan Director wrote 11 letters-to- 
the-editor/opinion editorials to the province’s four 
daily newspapers and the Financial Post on 
subjects such as tax cuts, foreign investments by 
Crown corporations, corporate welfare, brain drain, 
and the pay equity dispute. Several letters were 
also sent in reply to attacks on the CTF and our 
initiatives. 


Provincial Director Richard Truscott spoke to a 
number of groups in 1998, including the Regina 
Kiwanis Club, the Cosmopolitan Club in Prince 
Albert, and the Ratepayers of Dundurn. The CTF- 
Sask also co-sponsored a speaking event at the 
University of Regina on no-fault insurance. 


Media Summary 

The Saskatchewan Office racked up 389 media 
contacts in 1998, on the strength of 22 news 
releases, 4 media advisories, and 23 press 
conferences, CTF-sponsored events and 
presentations. The busiest months were March, 
August, and November with 71, 44, and 54 media 
contacts respectively. The highest number on a 
single day was March 20" -- the day after the 
provincial budget was delivered. Provincial 
Director, Richard Truscott was interviewed 22 
times including comments that appeared as the first 
quote on the front page of the Regina Leader-Post 
and the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix. 


Paid advertising 

CTF-Sask put up billboards in Regina and 
Saskatoon as part of the national “CUT TAXES 
NOW” campaign. We also ran radio ads in 
Saskatoon in the summer during the “Principles 
before Pensions” campaign on MPs’ pensions. 


he defining activities of CTF-Manitoba in 
1998 were put into motion by our 

supporters. The results from the 1997/98 
CTF Supporter Survey found that a combination of 
debt relief and tax cuts (51%) was our number one 
priority. But what kind of tax cuts? The supporter 
survey showed that provincial income taxes (73%) 
should be given the highest priority. The stage 
was set for a province-wide campaign to press 
for provincial income tax relief. 


1998 Provincial Income Tax 
Cut / Debt Relief: 


CTF-Manitoba launched a successful 
advertising, information, petition and 
lobbying campaign to press the Finance 
Minister for an income tax cut and acceler- 
ated debt relief in the 1998 provincial 
budget. Manitobans were rewarded with.a 
modest 2% income tax cut and $150 
million debt payment. The CTF-Manitoba 
made its 1999 provincial prebudget 


ANITOBA 
Red Tape Review Panel: 


CTF-Manitoba was a sitting member of a panel that 
was set up to up to identify and eliminate burdensome 
overregulation that frustrates taxpayer dealings with 
Winnipeg City Hall. Panel recommendations now 

under way at City Hall 
include: the Build 
System - an 


submission in January. Tax cuts and debt oe “hin 


relief again topped the agenda. 


1999 Federal Income 
Tax Cut Campaign: 


As part of a national offensive, CTF- 
Manitoba launched a campaign to lower 
federal income taxes, reindex the 
income tax system to inflation and 
eliminate surtaxes. The campaign 
included billboard advertising, media 
interviews, a petition drive, lobbying 
federal politicians, a tax cuts brief and on- 
line website support. 
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automated permits and inspection system; Materials 
Management - an initiative to streamline purchasing; 
Partners in Public Service - an initiative to review 
service delivery options between the City and Prov- 
ince; Alternative Service Delivery — explore cost 
effective service delivery models; and Single Window 
- an attempt to provide seamless service delivery from 
all three levels of government. 


Civic Election 1998: 


CTF-Manitoba helped frame debate during the 
Winnipeg civic election by releasing the results of 
candidate and taxpayer surveys. With the exception of 
possible Hydro privatization, the new mayor publicly 
endorsed four out of five priorities supported by 
Winnipeg taxpayers: municipal taxpayer protection 
mechanisms, competitive bidding on public works 
between public sector unions and the private sector, 
restoration of money by-law referendums, and mean- 
ingful property tax cuts. Survey results were fre- 
quently reported in the media. 


CTF-Manitoba Provincial 
Director Victor Vrsnik 
presenting prebudget 
submission to Manitoha 
Finance Minister Eric 
Stefanson 


Freedom of Information: 


A 50% fee increase for information requests 
inspired the Coalition for Open Government to meet 
with officials to have the fees reversed. The initiative 
is on-going. CTF-Manitoba led a public relations 
offensive last year with a group of journalists, civil 
rights groups, and librarians to successfully head-off 
amendments to the Freedom of Information Act which 
would have restricted Manitobans’ access to sensitive 
government documents. 


Winnipeg Taxpayers Hansard: 


The significance of the report was illustrated in 
October before the election when Mayor Glen Murray 
erroneously proclaimed in a Winnipeg Sun story that 
CTF-Manitoba voted Mr. Murray the most fiscally 
responsible Councillor in the Taxpayers Hansard 
report. Not so. CTF-Manitoba has since demanded a 
public retraction and apology as the CTF did not give 
such an endorsement. The 
Mayor refused. The purpose 
of the Winnipeg Taxpayer's 
Hansard was to enhance 
public awareness on City 
Council voting records. This 
year the CTF-Manitoba 
launched a new fax service to 
Winnipeg members called 
TaxTracker, which records 
Councillor’s voting records on 
tax and spending issues. 


Property Tax 
Survey: 


A CTF-Manitoba cross- 
country property tax survey 
found that Winnipeg suffers 
from the second highest 
property tax rate in Canada. 
The observation has settled in 
the public consciousness and 
is frequently reported in the 
media. 


STEPS TO TAXPAYER VICTORY! 


How taxpayers won the first provincial income 
tax cut of the decade 


CTF-Manitoba research staff compare Manitoba's tax burdens with other provinces and concludes that while other provinces 
dropped their income tax rates, Manitoba has become one of the most expensive income tax jurisdictions, behind only 
Saskatchewan and Newfoundland. 


- 2. Supporters want lower income taxes — 


CTr- itoba meets | ¢ Results from the CTF's annual survey last year found a plurality 
| - a r : on (73%) of supporters selected provincial income tax as the first tax to cut, 


In November 1997, Provincial ¢ The survey also showed that a majority of respondents (51%) selected 
Director Victor Vrsnik presented a combination of tax cuts and debt relief as the CTF-Manitoba's highest 
the CTF-Manitoba pre-budget priority for a provincial budget surplus. 

submission to Finance Minister | — oo 


| Eric Stefanson, highlighting 
OES en, eee : 
combination 1h, CTF-Manitoha frames tax cut debate 
i oo ¢ Information on Manitoba's uncompetitive income tax structure was circulated 


to CTF-Manitoba supporters through The Taxpayer and TaxFax. 

¢ Seven different Let's Talk Taxes editorials arguing for an income tax cut were 
published in several weekly papers around the province .. 

¢ The Winnipeg Free Press published a column by Victor Vrsnik in December 
1997 outlining the need for income tax relief. 


based tax relief 
in the 1998 


5. The campaign 6. The battle begins 


7. A Victory 
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: Field Services representatives set | , CTF-Manitoba unveiled billboards , mare” pikctoder 
' out across the province collecting “ December soma a question for 2% income tax cut in the 1998 
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CIF-Manitoba 


Studies / Position Papers 


CTF-Manitoba made a comprehensive pre-budget 
submission to Finance Minister Eric Stefanson prior to the 
1999 budget, pressing for an income tax cut and accelerated 
debt relief. Late in the year, a report was released on the 
effects of bracket creep in Manitoba, called Fifth Column 
Taxation: Primer on Bracket Creep. 

A slow year in the legislature in 1998 gave latitude for 
work on the City of Winnipeg’s troubled finances. CTF- 
Manitoba made a pre-budget Submission to the Executive 
Policy Committee favouring property tax relief on February 
26, 1998. CTF-Manitoba 
presented to City Council in 
support of Money By- 
law referendums 
(June 24, 1998) and 
in response to the 
Winnipeg Hydro 
report (October 9, 

1998). CTF- 

Manitoba also drafted 

a report on City Council 
voting records in advance 
of the October civic 
election. This report falls 
on the heels of the 1995 Winni- 

peg Hansard study, the first of its kind in 
Canada. 
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Surveys 

In addition to the annual CTF survey, CTF-Manitoba 
conducted a record number of surveys in 1998. CTF- 
Manitoba helped frame the debate during the civic election 
by releasing the results of issue-oriented surveys by munici- 
pal taxpayers and candidates. Since the election, Winnipeg 
supporters voiced their concern about high property taxes in 
a December 1998 municipal tax survey. Survey results are 
included in most CTF submissions and are frequently 
reported in the media. 


TaxFax / Tax Action / TaxTracker 


CTF-Manitoba keeps supporters posted on emerging 
issues with a cheap and effective tool: the fax machine. Over 
3000 Manitobans receive the TaxFax and the new Tax 
Action bulletins on a bi-monthly basis. Over 40 separate 
issues of TaxFax were broadcast in 1998. Supporters in 
different municipalities occasionally received columns 
specific to their area. As a new service to Winnipeg support- 
ers, TaxTracker was faxed out four times before the civic 
election. It records voting records at City Hall on an issue 


YESTERDAY'S RESPONSE . 
Bracket creep should be returned . 
to taxpayers. © 
Agree 
Disagree. 

188 calls total 
Feedback fines are open 
5:00 a.m. ~ 6:00 p.m. daily. 


by issue basis. 


Let’s Talk Taxes 


Let’s Talk Taxes is a weekly commentary broadcast to 
media outlets across Manitoba. Local newspapers and 
radio shows pick up the columns for their own circulation. 
Of the 48 Let’s Talk Taxes columns circulated, Federal 
Director Walter Robinson contributed to 14 columns. 
Victor Vrsnik submitted the balance. 


Letters to the Editor 


Five letters to the editor and four 
opinion editorials were submitted 
to the Free Press and the 
Winnipeg Sun on issues 
. ranging from gas taxes, 
" property taxes, direct 
democracy, Winnipeg 
- downtown development, and 
: at ' corporate welfare. 
Petitions 
; CTF-Manitoba continues to 
' circulate petitions in support of: 
provincial income tax cuts, 
federal income tax cuts, federal 
taxpayer protection amendment, 
Canada Pension Plan reforms, and outlawing corporate 
welfare. 


Media Summary 


CTF-Manitoba sent out 24 news releases and chalked 
up 280 media interviews in the 1998 calendar year. 


Speaking Engagements / Debates 

Over the past year, CTF-Manitoba participated in a 
series of speaking engagements, panels and debates. 
Some include: 
a Manitoba Society of Seniors, Nov., 18, 1998 


= South Winnipeg Business Association, May 1998 


| CTF-Manitoba vs. Canadian Federation of 


Students, “Education funding,” University of 
Winnipeg, January 21, 1998 

CTF-Manitoba and panel, University of 
Manitoba, “Education funding,” University of 
Manitoba, January 29, 1998 
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The Canadian Taxpayers Federation’s Ontario 
Division spent most of 1998 struggling to minimize the 
damage from Ontario’s massive property tax reform 
package, making this the “year of property tax defence” 
at Queen’s Park. The Ontario Division also made a mark 
during the teachers’ strike, and saw progress on legisla- 
tion to protect taxpayers. 


Pledges Made, 


CTF-Ontario’s biggest 1998 victory was a long 
time coming — the introduction of Bill 99, the Balanced 
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ONTARIO 


Budget Act for Ontario. For several years, the CTF 
pushed and prodded the Ontario government to keep a 
1995 election campaign promise. As candidates, Mike 
Harris and all but one member of his caucus had signed 
CTF’s “Taxpayer Protection Pledge.” Each pledge was a 
commitment to “immediately pass” legislation similar 
to the 1995 Manitoba balanced budget law (itself 
the product of a successful CTF campaign) if 
elected. To push the Ontario government to stick to 
that pledge, CTF-Ontario kept pressure on in the 
media, in its 1998 pre-budget submission and 
through support for two anti-debt private members’ 
resolutions at Queen’s Park. 


Pledges Finally Kept. 


Bill 99, introduced by Premier Mike Harris on 
December 7, 1998, meets almost all commitments 
made in the CTF Pledge. Bill 99 bans deficit spending 
after 2001, imposes pay penalties on overspending 
cabinet members, and forces governments to gain voter 
approval before imposing new taxes or tax increases. 
The new act is expected to pass in early 1999. 

Unlike Manitoba’s legislation, Ontario’s 
Balanced Budget Act allows winning political parties to 
avoid a referendum on tax hikes if they had publicly 
registered an election 
platform stating an 
intent to raise a 
specific tax with the 
Chief Electoral 
Officer. While this 
measure weakens Bill 
99, the new Act is 
generally tougher than 
similar laws elsewhere 
in Canada. Penalties 
for overspending 
cabinet members are 
more severe. Taxpay- 
ers are protected from 
almost all types of tax 
increases. Delays and 
deviations aside, the 
introduction of 
Ontario’s Balanced 
Budget Act is a huge victory for taxpayers — not just in 
Ontario. The new act is also a powerful shot at the 
federal government, which is now almost alone in 
Canada in its refusal to protect taxpayers through 
legislation. 
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Helping Parents Strike 
Out to End the 1997 
Teacher Strike 


One CTF-Ontario accomplishment snuck just 
under the radar of 1997. Ordinary teachers and taxpay- 
ers alike faced with the prospect of continuing chaos 
after the Ontario government failed to get a court order 
to end the province-wide teachers’ political strike on 
Nov. 3, 1997. 

In response, CTF-Ontario used extensive 
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media coverage to tell parents that provincial law 
allowed them to apply as individual taxpayers to the 
Ontario Labour Board for a back-to-work order. No 
legal help was needed. CTF-Ontario representatives 
walked several parents through the process of filling out 
the necessary forms, and the Ontario Division held a 
media conference to submit an application on behalf of a 
volunteer from Mississauga. Hundreds of applications 
were requested or filed by the fourth day of the cam- 
paign. Faced with disunity in the ranks and Board 
hearings against a growing tide of ordinary parents, union 
leaders ended their strike over the weekend of Nov. 8-9, 
1997. 


Rallying Ratepayers in 
Toronto 


In the first phase of efforts to limit 
property tax damage from the new Ontario 
assessment system, CTF-Ontario worked 
closely with Toronto ratepayer groups in a 
militant, grassroots campaign to limit 
reassessment-related tax hikes that hit 
thousands of small businesses with increases 
of 50-1000%. The neighbourhood-by- 
neighbourhood campaign became so heated 
that CTF-Ontario Director Brian Kelcey was 
featured going head-to-head with Mayor Mel 
Lastman beside the Toronto Sun’s “Page 3 
Sungirl” on the likelihood of a “spontaneous” tax strike. 

In recognition of CTF-Ontario’s effort and leadership 
during the protests, Kelcey received an award from an 
unlikely source: Liberal MPP Tony Ruprecht of the 
hard-hit Parkdale riding. More rewarding, the rallies 
across Toronto pressured Lastman to push for provincial 
assistance, winning a 2.5% cap on annual business 
increases of all kinds, and phase-ins of any residential 
reassessment increases. 
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Rallying Ratepayers Across 
Ontario 


CTF-Ontario was almost alone through 1996-98 in 
its prediction that Toronto would be only one of dozens 
of communities to suffer from the Ontario government’s 
reckless reassessment and property tax reforms. 
Peterborough This Week grudgingly acknowledged the 


CTF-Ontario’s foresight when, in fall 1998, property tax (Norfolk) before Simcoe Council. He spoke at length to 


increases of 100% started to hit like a wave for the Region of Haldimand-Norfolk Council about cost- 

businesses across the province. cutting alternatives, earning kudos from the Simcoe 
Since the province was not so quick to acknowledge Reformer. 

its error, CTF-Ontario worked with ratepayer groups to Kelcey also addressed the first mass meeting of the 

organize information forums. Speakers urged attendees Windsor Ratepayers Association, the Standing 

to harass their MPPs, councillors and even business Committee on Finance on pre-budget priorities and to 

lobby groups by phone and fax. The pressure worked. an investment seminar on tax trends for small business in 

Queen’s Park passed the Fairness for Property Oakville. 

Taxpayers Act in December 1998, amending its own LG dee 


“Fair Assessment System” to limit tax increases to 
10% for the 98 tax year and 5% for two years 
thereafter. 

The CTF continues its campaign to protect 


ASSISTANCE TO 


the estimated 500,000 Ontarians with Ra Te pAye R 
residential tax increases of 50% or more, G RO S 
which began with a 300-ratepayer rally Up 


in Mississauga in November. CTF-Ontario offered 


tactical and media relations 
assistance to ratepayer groups 
across Ontario. In an ongoing 


ASSESSMENT campaign to fight a 17% tax 
increase in the Haldimand- 
| N fo RMATION Norfolk Region, CTF-Ontario 
addressed a planning meeting 
CTF-Ontario kept confused of “RATH” (Residents 


ratepayers informed about assessment 
appeal options by leafleting official 
assessment meetings in Toronto and 
Ottawa, offering advice through field 
staff and in the Taxpayer, and going 
door-to-door with leaflets in 
Hamilton. Assessment specialists 
were invited to most CTF-Ontario 
property tax events. 


Speeches & 
PRESENTATIONS 


During its property 
tax campaign, CTF- 
Ontario Director Brian 
Kelcey presented to 
councils in Toronto, 
Belleville, and 
Guelph, and 
questioned Tory 
MPP Toby Barrett 


Against Tax Hikes) and spoke 
to a public RATH meeting in 
Caledonia. 

CTF-Ontario also sent 
press releases, spoke at 
meetings and contacted 
media on behalf of ratepayer 
groups in Toronto. CTF- 

Ontario Director Brian 

Kelcey sat on steering 
committees for the 
Toronto “Property Tax 
Freeze ‘98” Coalition 
and the Ontario-wide 
“Real Tax Reform” 
Network throughout 

1998. 


The Ontario Regional 
~ Capital building -- 
Who pays for the 
extravagance? 


CTF-Ontario 


CTF property tax campaigns and other activities 
gained profile across Ontario in the past year, giving 
the Division a presence from Windsor to Ottawa. The 
CTF-Ontario Division also helped boost the Federa- 
tion’s national profile with several interviews with 
Toronto-based national TV news bureaus. 


Studies, Position Papers and Presentations 

CTF-Ontario offered advice on budget control to 
the Standing Committee on Finance, and presented its 
view on tax trends for small business to an investment 
seminar in Oakville. 


Surveys 

CTF-Ontario sought the input of members through 
the CTF annual survey, focusing questions on health 
care, education, property taxes, privatization and 
Olympic subsidies. Results have been forwarded to 
government ministers in several portfolios. 


Tax Fax/Tax Action 

At the end of 1998, CTF-Ontario joined other 
divisions in educating all fax-owning supporters 
through fax distribution of “Tax Action.” 


Let’s Talk Taxes 

The Ontario Division produced 14 “Let’s Talk 
Taxes” commentaries for Ontario community newspa- 
pers in 1998, touching on gambling, direct democracy 
and proposed balanced budget legislation. 


Events 

CTF-Ontario’s property tax campaigns put time 
and resources into rallies and forums with intensity 
unprecedented since the “No More Taxes” Rallies in 
1995. Across Ontario, CTF-Ontario chaired, co- 
sponsored and/or brought media to rallies and forums 
in Markham, York, Mississauga (twice), Aurora, 
Orillia and Hamilton. CTF-Ontario made similar 
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contributions to events across Toronto, including 
marches or rallies in the Danforth, Leaside, St. Clair, 
North Yonge, Scarborough and East Chinatown 
districts. CTF-Ontario Director Brian Kelcey was 
also a guest speaker at an information session by 
Councillor John Adams in South Rosedale. 


Speaking Engagements 

During its property tax campaigns, CTF-Ontario 
Director Brian Kelcey made presentations to coun- 
cils in Toronto, Belleville, and Guelph, and ques- 
tioned Tory MPP Toby Barrett (Norfolk) before 
Simcoe Council. He spoke at length to the Region of 
Haldimand-Norfolk Council about cost-cutting 
alternatives, earning kudos from the Simcoe Re- 
former. Kelcey also addressed the first membership 
meeting of the Windsor Ratepayers Association. 


Media Summary 

CTF-Ontario generated media coverage through 
press conferences, media events, Let’s Talk Taxes 
columns and opinion-editorials. CTF-Ontario logged 
over 190 media interviews in the calendar year 1998, 
generated in part by 19 press releases or advisories 
and 12 formal media events or press conferences. 
The breakdown includes 64 newspaper interviews, 53 
radio interviews and 69 television interviews. 

Almost half of CTF-Ontario’s media activity (82 
interviews) was concentrated in March and April of 
1998 thanks to coverage of the CTF’s participation in 
Toronto’s anti-tax protests. 1998 highlights included 
a TVO Studio 2 debate between CTF-Ontario Direc- 
tor Brian Kelcey and Osgoode Tax Law Professor 
Neil Brooks on tax cuts, and simultaneous live-TV 
broadcasts by CityPulse 24 and CTV of a CTF press 
conference at a ratepayer’s home. The CTF was also 
able to use the Queen’s Park Media studio for a press 
conference on residential property taxes. 
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2. Black men's cap: 100% cotton, brass sizer, embroidered Make cheques payable to the Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
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